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              Easter  

 

 He is Risen! Go share the good news! Christ has 

beat death, the devil, and the grave.  In Christ is new 

life, for us and for all people.  This is the message of Easter Sunday and this is the very 

center of our Christian message for all of our days.  Christ is risen.  In that glorious    

resurrection we too hope for new life.  St. Paul reminds us in his letter to the Romans: 
 

When we were baptized in Christ Jesus, we were baptized into his death.  By 

baptism we were buried with him into death, so that even as Christ was 

raised from the dead by the glory of the Father in heaven, we too might live 

a new life.  For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 

certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. Romans 6: 4-5 
 

 Usually we hear those words at a funeral service, as the words of the baptismal 

promise.  Even in the face of death we have the courage to proclaim new life because of 

the hope we have in Christ.  Having been baptized and united with Jesus in a death like 

his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.  We are invited to 

live resurrection lives now, yes right now!  Although we will all face death, we will all 

eventually die, we have this sure and certain hope that death is not Godôs final word for 

us but life and life abundantly.   
 

 I remember a few years ago I led a sunrise service in a small cemetery.  Being a 

typical early spring Pacific Northwest morning it was gray and cloudy with a slight 

freezing drizzle.  There were still little clumps of frozen snow clinging to the cold stone 

grave markers.  A slight fog hung above the ground as the world gently started to warm.  

There were just a few of us gathered under a tent normally reserved for graveside    

committal services.  And there in that place of death, cold and wet, and tired we greeted 

the new day.  Even in the face of death, literally surrounded by the saints who had gone 

before us, we had the courage to proclaim new life.  We greeted the rising sun and 

praised God for sending us the Son so we might be ushered into this new day and this 

new life.  This is Easter living, this is the life of the resurrection.   
 

 Because we have this hope, because we trust in the promise of the resurrection 

that is yet to come, our lives are different now.  We are freed from the weight of sin and 

death.  We have been given new life in the resurrection and weôve been given new life 

now.  The salvation that has broken into our lands is not just for the deadðbut is for the 

living.  We are invited to let go of our fears and the weight that would hold us back and 

live in this radical freedom that has been given to us in Jesus.   
 

 Our season of Easter speaks to the center of who we are as people of faith, as 

Godôs people called to live as witnesses to this good news in the world.  Letôs celebrate 

this new life we have this Easter season and strive to continually live as Godôs Easter 

people!   
 

Peace, Pr. Mark 

Special Points of Interest: 
 

¶ Apr. 1stñMaundy Thursday 

Worship at 7PM 
 

¶ Apr. 2ndñGood Friday Worship 

at 7PM 
 

¶ Apr. 3rdñNoon Workday for 

Mt. Si Community Garden 
 

¶ Apr. 4thñ7:30-11:30AM Easter 

Breakfast Buffet 
 

¶ Apr. 4thñEaster Sunday Wor-

ship at 8:15, 9:30, & 10:45AM 
 

¶ Apr. 5th-9thñCarpets in  

Fellowship Hall & Office Side   

Removed and Replaced 
 

¶ Apr. 25thñMission Sunday  
 

¶ May 1stñ6PM Prepare & Serve 

Dinner at Lake Washington 

United Methodist Church 
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          Community Garden Update  

  
I wan ted to give you  a  br ief u pda te on  th e com m u n ity ga rden .  Firs t  of a ll, 

th an ks  to a ll of you  wh o h ave been  so su pport ive of th is  p roject . Weôre  

u n der way an d m ovin g from  th e p lan n in g ph ase to a  bu ild in g ph ase.  If 

we wan t an y u sab le vegetab les  th is  growin g season  we n eed to s ta rt     

get t in g seeds  in  th e grou n d.  Th e firs t  s tep  is  a  p re-bu ild  m eet in g wh ere a  

few of u s  will get  togeth er  to ta lk  abou t h ow to bes t  pu t  togeth er  th e 

ph ys ica l space we n eed for  ou r  ga rden .  Th en  we will h ave two pu b lic   

Sa tu rday work  days  wh ere everyon e will be in vited  to com e h elp  pu t  th is  a ll togeth er .  Th e 

firs t  b ig bu ild  day will be bu ild in g th e ra ised beds  an d fillin g th em  with  soil.  Th e secon d 

day will be con s tru ct in g th e actu a l per im eter  fen ce th a t  will keep ou r  vegetab les  sa fe from  

th e n eigh borh ood deer. Th e firs t  bu ild  day is  Apr il 3 rd  (th e Sa tu rday before Eas ter).  We'll 

m eet a t  th e ch u rch  a t  12 :00pm  to s ta r t  bu ild in g th e ra ised beds .  If you  h ave electr ic 

d r ill/ d r ivers  p lease br in g th em . We a re s t ill ra is in g fu n ds  to su pport  th is  p roject .  If you  

can  h elp , ca ll Pr . Ma rk  for  m ore in fo.    

 
 

First Communion Instruction  
 

Last month we held a Communion Instruction course at the church.  This is a special time of instruction for 

the children of our congregation to learn about the sacrament of Holy Communion.  Several families came, 

some children participated for the first time, others came for a refresher course.  We spent some time reading 

together Dan Erlanderôs book, ñA Place for Youò and talking about what communion means.  Then we 

moved from the fellowship hall to the kitchen.  All together we made several loaves of communion bread to 

be used for their first communion. It was a beautiful thing to see those little hands prepare the bread that 

would become the grace of God reveled for us in the Lordôs Supper.  As you can imagine making bread with 

all those kids, we had flour everywhere! It was a lot of fun and I am excited to be a part of this journey of 

faith with our children.  A big thanks to all the parents who helped out.  We celebrate with the young people 

who communed for the first time: Bailey Dukich, Signe Eaton, Annebelle Cassidy, Sarah Troy, Isabelle    

Gonzalez, Jimmy Morris, Jessica Morris, Haley Specht, Tyler Specht and Madison Lilleberg.   


