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Advent  
 

 A few weeks ago I was in one of those big box 

stores and I noticed the barrage of Halloween decora-

tions in the isles.  There were bags and bags of candy, 

spooky plastic decorations, and all sorts of stuff to put 

in your yard.  But amid the chaos of the Halloween maelstrom, poking out from behind 

the shelves and just out of sight, was the first glimpse of the Christmas stuff.  Not quite 

out on display yet, but you got the idea that it was coming in full force soon.  Aside 

from the indignation I felt from seeing Christmas decorations before weôd closed the 

book on Halloween, I was struck by something closer to home.  We are busy people.  

We have schedules and calendars that demand all of our waking moments, and I suspect 

even moments that shouldnôt be waking moments at all!  Our days are full of work and 

family and play and kids and sports and practice and friends and and andé. 
 

 Now Iôm not writing about this to deride anyone, or even to say that youôre too 

busy and need to slow down.  You know if youôre too busy and the last thing you want 

someone to do is make you feel guilty about your awesome schedule.  It is not guilt I 

come bearing this Advent season, rather I invite you to discover the church calendar.  

You might think, ñOh great one more thing to put in those impossibly small calendar 

boxes that are already crammed with stuff and bad handwriting.ò  And yet, the church 

calendar is different, more subtle.  It doesnôt demand a lot of your time, beep or buzz to 

remind you of an appointment.  The church calendar is a wonderful gift that acts as a 

counter-weight to an otherwise busy schedule.  The church calendar invites us to live in 

these seasons, like advent, that call to us in the midst of whatever else weôre doing, and 

invites us to enter the drama of our faith story.  When we feel ourselves overwhelmed 

with the weight of our days the seasons of the church invite us to slow down and find 

rest. 
 

 As we enter the season of Advent, we prepare for the savior.  We prepare for 

God to break into the world in a radical and powerful way in the person of Jesus.  The 

prophet Isaiah, cried out to God, ñOh that you would tear open the heavens and come 

downéò (Isaiah 64:1) I think that is a cry that is echoed in our own soulsðoh that you, 

O God, would come to us and remove the guilt and hurt, and sorrow, bring love and 

wholeness to your people. I donôt think the prophet Isaiah would have ever imagined 

how God would answer that cry.  In Jesus we have an unlikely savior, and in Godôs 

wisdom our unlikely savior changed everything. 
 

 In the midst of whatever else your days demand of you, you are invited to enter 

the drama of the church calendar, preparing and waiting for the savior to come.  Listen 

to your own longings and expectations, and join with us as, together, we await the     

savior.  Advent is the season of light breaking into our darkness, of joy meeting us in 

our despair, and living into the fullness of God.  Allow the season of Advent to help 

you find balance during the busy holidays.   Let yourself re-enter the drama of Advent, 

the drama of waiting and preparing, of expectation and longing, for the savoir to enter 

the world.  Jesus is coming!  Can I get an AMEN!?! 

Special Points of Interest: 
 

¶ Dec. 6thñ11:45AM-1:00PM 

Confirmation Class Begins 
 

¶ Dec. 12thñ10:30A-12:30P 

Women in Christ Christmas 

Brunch 
 

¶ Dec. 13thñNoon Quarterly 

Congregational Meeting 
 

¶ Dec. 19thñ3:00PM     

Christmas Caroling 
 

¶ Dec. 24thñ7:00 & 10:00PM 

Christmas Eve Candlelight 

Worship Services 
 

¶ Dec. 25thñChristmas Day 
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                   The Advent Candles  
 

The Prophecy CandleðSunday, Nov. 29 
This candle announces the period of waiting.  The long wait for Messiahôs birth was not made 

in darkness, but in the light of the Word of prophecy.  John the Baptist was the final prophetic 

voice in godôs long-suffering work to make a new covenant through  Christ.  Now, Jesus is the 

Prophet of all prophets, to be heard and obeyed in faith and love.  God has spoken, ñThis is My 

Beloved Son, with Whom I am well pleased;  LISTEN TO HIM!ò 

 

The Bethlehem CandleðSunday, Dec. 6 
The Bethlehem candle is symbolic of the preparations which were made to receive and to 

cradle the Christ Child.  King Davidôs home was Bethlehem a thousand years before       

Joseph and Mary journeyed there from Nazareth.  Amid this great heritage Jesus was born 

to be King of Kings, and Savior of all people, great and small. 

 

 

The Shepherd CandleðSunday, Dec. 13 
To lowly shepherds amid the Judean hills the Word of the Saviorôs birth first was spoken.  

They were filled with fear, but then with eagerness they went to see the newborn Savior.  

With the shepherds we praise and glorify God for His wondrous Gift! 

 

The Angel CandleðSunday, Dec. 20 
Angels are messengers from the Lord.  The Angel Gabriel came to Mary with a message 

from God that she was to be the mother of the coming Savior.  The Angel of the Lord came 

to the Shepherds with the news of Christôs birth.  Today God wants YOU and ME to be His 

messengers in these troubled times and announce the Good News of Christôs Redemption 

from sin and deathðHis CHRISTMAS GIFT to all who will accept it. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Services  
December 24th @ 7:00 PM & 10:00 PM  

 

This year there will be two candlelight services at Mount Si Lutheran Church on  

Christmas Eve.  The  first will be offered at 7pm and with music from the praise team.  

The later, traditional service, will begin at 10pm.  Each service will reflect the joy of the 

messiah arriving in our midst and we will celebrate the gentle rule of Christ that begins 

with a baby on Christmas morning!  Please invite family, neighbors, and friends to join 

us in celebrating the birth of our SaviorðJesus Christ!  

      Worship Services on Dec. 27th  

             8:15 AM & 10:30 AM  

 
Please plan to join us as we continue to celebrate the birth of 

our Lord and Savior,  Jesus Christ.  We will have both worship 
services at 8:15AM Traditional and 10:30AM Praise.  You will 

be invited to pick a few favorite Christmas Hymns.     
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       We are happy to introduce our Sunday School Staff for the 2009-2010 school year:  

Preschool/Kindergarten - Rosemary Hanson and Nancy Flanagan  

1st/2nd/3rd grades - Kim & Mike Buckmaster and Debbie Jones 

   4th & 5th grades - Suzy Cassidy and Courtney Adams 

       6th grade - Heidi Dukich and Joanne Chase 

            7th grade up (Teen Time) - John Cassidy and Dave Buzard 

                Adult Education - Vivian Waid - Exodus 
 

Please Note: This year with our designated education hour between services from 9:30-10:20 our schedule has changed!    

Students are to report directly to their classes.  We will be having a Sunday School Closing in the sanctuary at 10:18-10:25. 

Teachers will escort the children over & parents are invited to join us as we come together & celebrate birthdays, give offer-

ing, say prayers, and raise our voices to God!  The children will then be released to their parents in the Sanctuary or can be 

picked up afterwards in the Youth Room. 
 

* We are still in need of help with our music during closing as well as co-teachers & substitute teachers & volunteers to 

lead Teen Time.  Any questions?  See Joanne Chase or Courtney Adams!  
 

TEEN TIME!   The cool place to go when you think you're too old for Sunday School but your parents say you have to go          

somewhere.!  We are excited to add a new venue to Mt. Si's Christian Education Hour!  It's called TEEN TIME & itôs         

specifically designed for students 7th grade & up! (any age accepted!)  It's offered during the Sunday School Hour in the 

Youth Room. We want to provide teens with a fun place to gather with a group of their peers & talk about biblical truths in a 

nontraditional way.  We want to open dialogue.  Teachers would vary and be members of our congregation.  Leaders can sign 

on for a rotation or just once.  This will help build relationships between our youth & adult members. 
 

Schedule is as follows: 9:30 - 9:45AM food & fellowship 

                         9:45 - 10:10AM call to order/games discussion/speaker 

                       10:10 - 10:20AM open floor/Getting to know you 
 

We are very excited to offer this to our youth & their families as an option. We feel we need to have a class offered for all ages 

on Sunday morning even for youth who go to Youth Group!   We would love to have some permanent teachers who feel a   

passion for this age group & don't want to see them left out! 

Interested?  See Courtney Adams! 
 

 Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech,  

life, in love, in faith and in purity. 1 Timothy 4:12 

Sunday School News! 
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ADULT EDUCATION HOUR 
Calling all adultsðSunday School is not just for children.  It is for everyone!  We have two options for adults to choose from. 
 

#1 Exodus:  If you enjoy digging into scripture, then plan to join Vivian Waid in the library on Sunday mornings for a study of the Old 
Testament book of Exodus.  This is the story of Israelôs deliverance from Egypt and their journey to Mount Sinai where they received 
the Law.  It is the story of a people learning to trust and obey God.  This is an ongoing study which will last most of the school year. 
 

#2 Foundations:  If you prefer more of a topical study, then join us in the Fellowship Hall for the ñFoundationsò Series.  Through a 
series of short 3-4 week courses taught by various teachers, we will explore some of the foundations of faith and what it means to be 
a Lutheran in todayôs world.  We completed Session #1 taught by Pastor Mark titled the Reformation Foundation.  We will now     
proceed with sessions on Holy Communion, Baptism, and Lutheran worship. 
 

Please let us know if you have ideas for other classes.  We want to provide a meaningful experience for all interested adults.        
Contact Sue Shardelman, Parish Education Committee Chair, with your comments or suggestions. 

Sunday School Holiday Schedule 

 
Dec. 27ðNo Sunday School or Confirmation Class 

Jan. 3rdðNo Sunday School or Confirmation Class 

Jan. 10thðSunday School & Confirmation Class Resumes 
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Senior FellowshipñDecember 21st. Senior Fellowship will have our Christmas get together at 2:00PM on 

Dec. 21st in the Fellowship Hall.   Please bring goodies to share.  We will not make any changes to our meeting 
dates at this time and will still meet the third Monday on a monthly basis.   If you have any suggestions for programs 

or events in 2010, please call Joyce Ayers at 425 865-9853 or Genada Lynn at 425 831-5816.   
 

The Mount Si Helping Hands Food Bank ᶫThe Food Bank is announcing a ñfood of the monthò 
list.  The idea is that if everyone in the community collects the same food items in one month, they will have enough of 
one specific item to distribute it during  the Wednesday distribution.  Mount Si Lutheran will be participating in this      
collection on a regular monthly basis.  This monthõs òfood of the monthó is baby food, baby cereal, and formula.  
Please look for a collection box in the church basement/Youth Room. 

 

The Compass Center Christmas Gift Drive ðItôs that time of year again!  When The       
Compass Center calls upon our faithful donors to help us make Christmas joyful for each of the men, women 
and children we serve.  Please review the ñwish listò posted on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall for top 
five gift ideas.  REMEMBER:  The gifts you help us provide our clients may be the only gifts they get this    
holiday season!  To learn more about this yearôs gift drive, please contact Andrea Steele at:  206 357-3138.  
To provide a holiday meal, please contact Kristi Weber at 206 357-3108.   

 
Al-Anon Family Group MeetingñOn Thursday nights, beginning at 7PM, we meet in the upstairs classroom located 

across from the office side.  Fragrance-free meeting.  If you are interested, please join our small group.  For more         
information, please call the office at 888-1322. 

 

Dear Partner Congregation: Pacific Lutheran Universityôs popular Christmas concerts return in         
December with the Choir of the West, University Chorale and members of the University Symphony Orchestra     
presenting joyous anthems, processionals, carols, narration and audience participation.  We invite you to gather a 
group from your congregation to attend this event in Seattle on Monday, December 7, 7:30pm at Benaroya Hall.  
Come and experience the gifts of PLUôs student musicians.  They have practiced over the past few months to       
prepare a wide range of music to proclaim the Christmas message through their voices and instruments in a program 

named:  òA PLU Christmas From Heaven Above.ó  To purchase tickets, call 1-253-215-4747 or click www.benaroyahall.org.  Tickets  
available until supply is gone.  Ticket prices are:  $30-General Admission, $25-Senior Citizen, and $20-Group Sales (10 or more  pur-
chased together.)  Please let us know if you have any questions about this wonderful opportunity to    experience PLU in your own 
community!  Our telephone number is 253-535-7423.  The Lord be with you, The Rev. G. Lee Kluth, Dir. of Congregation Relations. 

 

Senior Services Promoting the well - being of older adults ᶫBecome a  seniorôs 
guardian angel! Help seniors in your community get to their medical appointments by becoming a volunteer driver for 
Senior Services Transportation Program.  Weôre flexibleðyou use your own vehicle and choose the weekdays, times 
and areas youôd like to volunteer.  You do not need a special license and do no lifting or bearing of weight.  We offer 
mileage and parking reimbursement as well as supplemental liability insurance.  Bilingual drivers are especially      
encouraged to apply.  Interested?  Call Melissa at 206 748-7588, email melissat@seniourservices.org. or apply online 
at www.seniroservices.org. 

 

Lutheran Community Services ᶫChristmas Wish List:  New or gently used 

car seats for toddlers. An acoustic 6-string guitar for a newly arrived Guatemalan boy 
who wants to learn to play.  Tickets, passes or gift cards for local family friendly 
events or restaurants.  Laptop computers for high school students in our Refugee 
Childrenôs Program.  Contact info.: 206694-5713 or email: ahixson@lcsnw.org, 
lcsnw.org/fosterparent.html, 433 Minor Ave. N., Seattle, WA  98109. 

 

Global Missions ᶫFor an update from  Milt and Linda Hanson, Missionaries in Romania, as well as an update 

from Dan and Nancy Rusch, Missionaries in Manila, please see the Global Missions bulletin board.   Please see the bulletin     
board for the Lutheran Bible Translators December Prayer Calendar. 
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http://www.lcsnw.org/index.html
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President 
Terry Adams       2011 (2) 
1080 Mountain View Blvd. SE 
North Bend, WA  98045 
H-425 831-8593 
Email: terryaadams@hotmail.com 

Vice President 
Linn Eaton       2011 (2) 
P. O. Box 1893 
Snoqualmie, WA  98065 
H-425 888-2086 
Email:  linneaton333@comcast.net 

Secretary 
Kay Boyle    2011 (1) 
8549 382nd Ave SE 
Snoqualmie, WA  98065 
H 425 888-2947 
Email:  kay.boyle@comcast.net 

Treasurer  Annual Renewal    
Linda Luke 
H-425-222-7858  
Email:  half90@comcast.net       
    

Vivian Waid        2010 (1) 
12220 412th Ave. E 
North Bend, WA  98045 
H425 888-1424 
Email:  VmrsVivian@aol.com 

Tom Burnside     2010 (2) 
45810 SE 124th Street 
North Bend, WA 98045 
H-425-888-1658 
Email: tobur@gmail.com  

Bob Bartlett     2011 (1) 
831 NE 8th St. 
North Bend, WA  98045 
H-425 888-1531 
Email:  Bobnannieb@comcast.net 

Vacant 

Jeff King  2009  (1) 
466 Meadow Dr. SE 
North Bend, WA  98045 
H-425 888-0953 
E-mail: Jeff_King_pnw@yahoo.com   
        _______________________ 
Valerie King, Financial Secretary 
Email:  dontlikecomputers@yahoo.com 

Paul Ritzenthaler     2011 (1) 
44337 SE 142nd PL 
North Bend, WA  98045 
H 425 888-5294 

Jim Hudgins    2009 (2) 
43010 SE North Bend Way #52 
North Bend, WA 98045 
H-425-888-1006 
Email: thehudgins1@aol.com 

Vacant 

Submitted by Terry Adams, Church Council President 

Meet your 2009 Council Members 
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Quarterly Congregational MeetingñSunday, Dec. 13, 2009 
 

Please plan to attend our annual meeting on Dec. 13, at 12:00Noon.  This is the meeting 

each year where we vote on new council members and review financials.  Please plan on  

being there as we need a quorum to vote.  

The end of the year is a busy time in the church and also a busy and exciting time for the Church 
Council.  As you know, if you've read previous Council Corner's, we have been working with Evangel-
ism Committee this year.  For November, Evangelism held a Spaghetti Sauce cook-off which was very 
well attended with members and guests.  During planning for the event, there was some concern       
because only a few sauces had been signed up; however we were blessed with 13 great sauces.  The 
event was awesome with lots of fun and fellowship.  The cook-off was won by Jim Hudgins (who also 
makes a mean pot of chili).  The next event that Evangelism and Council will be sponsoring is      
Christmas Caroling on December 19th.  We will be caroling at Red Oak, Mount Si Transitional Cen-
ter, and downtown--what a great way share with others.  I hope that you will all consider coming and 
please invite some friends.  For caroling, we will be meeting on Dec 19th at 3PM in QFC parking lot 
and after singing will return to the church for hot chocolate, cider, and cookies. 
  
The end of the year is also a time of church business.  We will have two congregational meetings 
where we need a quorum for voting.  On December 13th is our last Quarterly Congregational Meeting 
of the year where we will be voting on council members for next year and taking a quick look at         
financials.  If you are interested in being on Church Council, please contact Pastor Mark at 922-7384 or 
markgriffith1@gmail.com or Terry  Adams at 831-8593 or terryaadams@hotmail.com.  Our Annual 
Meeting on January 17th is also quickly approaching.  The Annual Meeting is the biggest church 
meeting of the year and is where we approve the church budget and review the annual ministry         
reports.  All Committees should have their annual report to Sheila Rodriguez at mtsilutheran@ 
mtsilutheran.org  by January 4, 2010.    

mailto:Jeff_King_pnw@yahoo.com
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  Calendar Notes  

You may contribute to the newsletter by submitting 

your articles to the church office by email, snail mail, 

or a simple phone call.  The Deadline for   submissions 

is the THIRD MONDAY of each month, except when    

earlier deadlines are  required due to  holidays, etc. 

11/22/09 Finances and Attendance  YTD= YEAR TO DATE  
Sun. Worship Attendance       181  
Budgeted YTD               $  253,095.00 
Given YTD              $  195,009.25 
Budgeted weekly offering     $      5,385.00  
Weekly Offering      $      4,007.90 
Food Bank Offering               $         664.82 (Nov.)  
Sunday School Attendance      48          $             7.65  
Sunday School Offering YTD                     $         309.57         

 

$ Needed to reach budgeted  $ YTD = $58,085.75 (under)  

Official  
Acts        

 

           Memorial  
 

November 13, 2009 ðA memorial 
service for Michael A. Rooney, III  

     Read All About it!!   
 

If you have any questions regarding the 

newsletter, please call the office and speak 

with Sheila Rodriguez,  Administrative      

Assistant at  425 888-1322, or via email at                   

mtsi-lutheran@mtsilutheran.org.  We would love to    

include special interest articles, i.e. awards & recognition 

for sports or academics, special events or gatherings, etc.  

The GOOD NEWSletter is your newsletter, so be sure 

to share your comments, suggestions, and articles! Visit 

our website:  www.mtsilutheran.org.   

Dec. 1stðWomenôs Monthly Bible Study Christmas    
       Get together at Denise Stoneôs home 
Dec. 3rdð6:30PM Stewardship & Finance meeting  
              ð7PM Family & Youth meeting  
Dec. 4thðóLittle Bus That Couldô Overnight Group 
Dec. 5thð4PM JV & Varsity Broomball (off site)  
Dec. 6thð11:45AM-1:00PM Confirmation Class  
Dec. 8thð7PM Council meeting  
Dec. 11thð7PM Sno Valley Winds Community Band  
                ðDecorate for Womenôs Christmas Brunch 
                ðEARLY NEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
Dec. 12thð10:30AM-12:30PM Womenôs Ministry    
         Christmas Brunch  
Dec. 13thð11:45AM-1:00PM Confirmation Class  
                ð12Noon Congregational Meeting  
Dec. 15thð6PM Little Leaguers Christmas Party  
                ð7PM Parish Ed meeting  
Dec. 19thð3PM Christmas Caroling (see pg. 11)  
Dec. 20thð11:45AM-1:00PM Confirmation Class  
Dec. 24thð7:00PM & 10:00PM Christmas Eve Candle -
          light Services  
      ðOffice closed 1/2 day  
Dec. 25thðThe Nativity of our Lord -Christmas Day  
                ðOffice closed  
Dec. 31stðNew Yearôs Eve 
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60th Anniversary 

Cookbooks are still 

available and will 

make great Christmas 

gifts!  They are $15 

each and  have        

historical  informa-

tion and photos as 

well as a wonderful 

collection of recipes.  

If you would like to purchase one or 

more cookbooks, please contact the     

office at 888-1322. 

All contributions will need to be 
made by Dec. 31, 2009 to be 
recorded on your 2009 Mt. Si  
Contribution Statement.  By law, 
any checks received after Dec. 

31, 2009, regardless of the date, will be recorded 
on your 2010 contribution statement.   
 

Any purchases you have made for Mt. Si, but are 
not asking for reimbursement, must still be on 
your Mt. Si contribution statement in order to be a 
tax deduction.  To get those purchases/expenses 
on your contribution statement, please fill out  a 
"Unreimbursed Expenditures" form and turn it in 
to Valerie King by January 10, 2010.  Forms are 
available on the ushers' table or from the office.  
 

If you have any questions, please speak to      
Valerie King, Financial Secretary, or call the office 
at 888-1322. 


