
 

   
MOUNT SI LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
411 NE 8TH ST 

NORTH BEND, WA 98045 

Mount Siõs GOOD NEWSletter 
J A N U A RY  2 0 1 0  

 

 

 

                 Epiphany  
 

 As we begin a new year together let me begin by 

saying thank you.  Thank you on behalf of the staff of Mt. 

Si Lutheran Church and myself for your generosity      

during the holiday season.  Thank you for your support and the gifts we received this      

season.  From all of your church staff, thank you for all you do to make this a lively       

community of faith. 
 

 I was glad to be here with you all, celebrating our first Christmas season together, 

rejoicing in the light that has come into the world, and looking to the future.  With the New 

Year underway it is good to wonder, what will this year hold? How will we listen for the 

voice of God in our midst drawing us forward in mission and ministry?  I hope these     

questions will continue to be before us this year as we discern where God is leading us.       

I feel like we are at an amazing place as a church community and are moving forward     

becoming the people God has called us to be and a witness to the good news. 
 

 With the Christmas season behind us I think itôs important to remember that the 

birth of Christ is not the end of our story, but rather the beginning.  We listened to the     

stories of the prophets preparing for a savior, and witnessed the light breaking into the dark-

ness, and now our adventure begins.  With the birth of Jesus we are all given power to     

become children of God.  We have been given power to become Godôs children and share 

the good news of new life.  The Christmas season is a wonderful celebration but we are not 

given much time to rest in the celebration.  Rather we are called forward to become Godôs 

people bringing the Word of life whereever we go.  Now in this season, we start our      

journey with the savior, which will ultimately take us to the crossðbut letôs not get too far 

ahead of ourselves yet. 
 

 As I write this we are beginning to celebrate the season of Epiphany.  Which in 

some ways ushers us further into the question, ñwho has God called us to be?ò  The season 

of Epiphany is all about the revelation of Jesus as the one from God and the identity of    

Jesus as Godôs chosen one for the redemption of the world.  While we celebrate the revela-

tion, the Epiphany of Christ, I think we are invited to a similar endeavor and ponder our 

own identity as Godôs children in 2010 in North Bend, Washington, at Mt. Si Lutheran 

Church.  I am excited by these questions, excited by your willingness to reach out, and your 

passion for ministry. 
 

 I know this New Year will be full.  There will be challenges we face, choices to be 

made about how we go forward together, and joy as we celebrate the good news in Christ 

that is at our center.  I ask that you would join in this adventure of faith and life, pray, and 

listen closely to the Spirit at work in our midst.  Share your gifts and your passions with us 

as we go forward boldly into this New Year. I look forward to what this year holds for us, I 

look forward to getting to know this congregation in deeper ways, and I look forward to 

working with you to build the kingdom of God! 
 

In Christ, 

Pr. Mark Griffith 

Special Points of Interest: 
 

 

 

¶ Jan. 13th, 20th, 27thñ

7PM Lutheran Handbook 

Course 

¶ Jan. 17thñNoon Annual 

Congregational Meeting 

¶ Jan. 18thñMartin Luther 

King Jr. Day (office closed) 

¶ Jan. 24thñInstallation of 

2010 Council Members 

¶ Jan. 26thñ7PM Commun-

ion Instruction Class 
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Lutheran 101: 

7pm Wednesday Jan 13th and every Wednesday until Feb 3rd  

 

What does it mean to be a Lutheran today?!  This Wednesday evening class will explore that question by      

examining: what we practice, what our confessions say, the Holy Scripture, and how we put our faith in action.  

We will use part of the Lutheran Handbook course published by Augsburg Press.  It will be a fun and lively 

course taught by your own Pr. Mark Griffith!  Everyone is encouraged to attend.  Bring your questions, your 

ideas, things youôve always wondered about, and your excitement to learn together! 

 

Communion Instruction Class 

7pm Tuesday, January 26, 1010  
 

Holy Communion is a sacred meal shared by the followers of Christ.  It is the feast of Godôs grace and love for 

us.  It is a gift freely given and we are graciously invited to partake and become the body of Christ. While, we 

do not believe we can ever fully comprehend Godôs grace, nor do we feel a person can earn or work for grace, 

education is important.  The instruction class will help you feel comfortable with the communion practices of 

this church and help you on the journey of living in Godôs grace. 
 

Traditionally we might call this First Communion class or something similar.  We believe Godôs grace is for 

all people in all times, and likewise Holy Communion will be distributed to all who hunger for more of Godôs 

grace.  However this class will cover the basics of communion and will serve as an instruction for those com-

muning for the first time.  All are welcome to attend.  Please join us if this will be new information for you, or 

if you feel like you need a refresher course.  Call Pr. Mark Griffith (425-888-1322) for more information. 

 Christ Bell 
 

I KNOW WHO I AM  

I am God's child (John  1:12)  

I am Christ's friend (John  15:15  )  

I am united with the Lord (1 Cor.  6:17)  

I am bought with a price (1 Cor  6:19 -20)  

I am a saint (set apart for God) (Eph. 1:1)  

I am a personal witness of Christ  (Acts 1:8)  

I am the salt & light of the earth (Matt  5:13 -14)  

I am a member of the body of Christ (1 Cor  12:27)  

I am free forever from condemnation (Rom.  8: 1 -2)  

I am a citizen of Heaven, I am significant (Phil  3:20)  

I am free from any charge against me (Rom.  8:31  -34)  

I am a minister of reconciliation for God (2 Cor  5:17 -21)  

I have access to God through the Holy Spirit (Eph.  2:18)  

I am seated with Christ in the heavenly realms (Eph. 2:6)  

I cannot be separated from the love of God (Rom  8:35 -39)  

I am assured all things work together for good   (Rom. 8:28)  

I am established, anointed, sealed by God   (2 Cor  1:21 -22 )  

I have been chosen and appointed to bear fruit (John  15:16  )  

I may approach God with freedom and confidence (Eph.  3: 12  )  

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me (Phil.  4:13)  

I am the branch of the true vine, a channel of His life (John 15: 1 -5)  

I am God's temple (1 Cor.  3: 16).    I am complete in Christ (Col. 2: 10)  

I am hidden with Christ in God (Col. 3:3). I have been justified (Romans 5:1)  

I am God's co -worker (1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Cor 6:1). I am God's workmanship (Eph.  2:10)  

I am confident that the good works God has begun in me will be perfected. (Phil. 1: 5)  

I have been redeemed and forgiven (Col  1:14).  

I have been adopted as God's child (Eph 1:5)  
I belong to God  

Do you know  

Who you are?  

 



 

 3 

       We are happy to introduce our Sunday School Staff for the 2010 school year:  
Preschool/Kindergarten - Rosemary Hanson and Nancy Flanagan  

      1st/2nd/3rd grades - Kim & Mike Buckmaster and Debbie Jones 

           4th & 5th grades - Suzy Cassidy and Courtney Adams 

               6th grade - Heidi Dukich and Joanne Chase 

                   7th grade up (Teen Time) - John Cassidy and Dave Buzard 

                        Adult Education - Vivian Waid - Exodus 
 

 

Sunday School Announcements 
Happy New Year from the Sunday School Department! 

We are excited to begin another year. This January, as we look forward to Lent & Easter, we will begin to look at the 

birth and ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ on Earth and what that means to each one of us. We will be learning how we 

can use Him as an example for our own lives and touch the lives of others. Please take the time to ask your child what 

they have been learning! You'll be amazed! 

 *We will continue to meet at 9:30sharp for Sunday School in our classrooms and close in the sanctuary together 

at 10:20. We encourage all the children and their parents to join us there as we talk about what we have learned and raise 

our voices together in Worship and close in prayer. This brings us together as a community. 

 *One change to note is that we will no longer take offering in Sunday School except for birthday recognition in 

closing but, instead encourage the parents to have the children place their offerings in the offering plate during the 

church service. 
 

TEEN TIME!   The cool place to go when you think you're too old for Sunday School but your parents say you have to 

go  somewhere.!  We are excited to announce TEEN TIME & itôs specifically designed for students 7th grade & up! (any 

age   accepted!)  It's offered during the Sunday School Hour in the Youth Room. We want to provide teens with a fun 

place to gather with a group of their peers & talk about biblical truths in a nontraditional way.  We want to open         

dialogue.  Teachers would vary and be members of our congregation.  Leaders can sign on for a rotation or just once.  

This will help build relationships between our youth & adult members. If interested, contact Courtney or Joanne. 

 

Sunday School Schedule is as follows: 9:30 - 9:45AM food & fellowship 

                                                  9:45 - 10:10AM call to order/games discussion/speaker 

                                                10:10 - 10:20AM open floor/Getting to know you 
 

Sunday School News! 
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ADULT EDUCATION HOUR 
Our Sunday morning the adult group continues to study the Foundations of our faith during the          
education hour.  The current topic is Baptism.  Sue Shardelman is leading the series which began in 
December with a look at OT Roots of Baptism and Baptism in the NT.  The series continues on 
January 10th with a discussion of our Lutheran expression of Baptism, and will end January 17th 
with Frequently Asked Questions.  On January 24th we will begin a series exploring Lutheran     
Worship. Come join the conversation! 

                          Recycle! Reduce! Reuse! 
This year as you take down your Christmas decorations we ask that you bring back your 

container & candles used in making the Advent wreathes rather than throwing them 

away!  Each year The Parish Education committee purchases these items and would like 

to recycle them if possible not only to save money but to cut down on refuse as well. We 

would love to collect any flower arrangement containers you use throughout this year 

that might be appropriate for next years wreathes. Please place them in the specially 

marked box in Fellowship Hall!  Thanks for helping us be more responsible! 
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Senior FellowshipñJanuary 18th. Happy New Year!  This month we will meet at 2:00PM in the 

Fellowship Hall.   Leslie & Daryl Hatling will share pictures and tell of their hiking experiences.  
We hope you will join us.  Please bring goodies to share.  We meet the third Monday of every 

month.   If you have any suggestions for programs or events in 2010, please call Joyce Ayers at 425 865-9853 
or Genada Lynn at 425 831-5816.   
 

Attention all Crafters!  Itôs been awhile since we met on a regular basis, but beginning 

this month, we will meet the second Saturday of every month from 9AM-Noon in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Bring your own craft, knitting, scrapbooking, etc., or just bring a book to read and enjoy the 
fellowship with other happy crafters.  Invite a friend or neighbor to join us! 
 

The Mount Si Helping Hands Food Bank ᶫThe Food Bank is announcing a ñfood of 
the monthò list.  The idea is that if everyone in the community collects the same food items in one 
month, they will have enough of one specific item to distribute it during  the Wednesday distribu-
tion.  Mount Si Lutheran will be participating in this collection on a regular monthly basis.  This 
monthôs ñfood of the monthò is canned chili.  Please look for a collection box in the church 
basement/Youth Room.  They also encourage fresh produce and dairy donations to be dropped 

off at the food bank during the following drop off hours: Monday 10:00AM - NOON, Tuesday 9:00AM - 
10:30AM, and Wednesday 9:00AM -NOON (nonperishable items may be dropped off until 6:30 PM).  If you 
would like more information on helping at the Food Bank, please call Heidi Dukich at 425 888-0096. 
 

Al-Anon Family Group MeetingñOn Thursday nights, beginning at 7PM, we meet in the upstairs 

classroom located across from the office side.  Fragrance-free meeting.  If you are interested, 
please join our small group.  For more information, please call the office at 888-1322. 

 

Lutheran Community Services ᶫWish List:  New or gently used car seats for 

toddlers. An acoustic 6-string guitar for a newly arrived Guatemalan boy who wants to learn 
to play.  Tickets, passes or gift cards for local family friendly events or restaurants.  Laptop 
computers for high school students in our Refugee Childrenôs Program.  Contact info.: 
206694-5713 or email: ahixson@lcsnw.org, lcsnw.org/fosterparent.html, 433 Minor Ave. N., 
Seattle, WA  98109. 

 

Senior Services Promoting the well - being of older adults ᶫBecome a  seniorôs 
guardian angel! Help seniors in your community get to their medical appointments by becoming a volunteer driver for 
Senior Services Transportation Program.  Weôre flexibleðyou use your own vehicle and choose the weekdays, times 
and areas youôd like to volunteer.  You do not need a special license and do no lifting or bearing of weight.  We offer 
mileage and parking reimbursement as well as supplemental liability insurance.  Bilingual drivers are especially      
encouraged to apply.  Interested?  Call Melissa at 206 748-7588, email melissat@seniourservices.org. or apply online 
at www.seniorservices.org. 
 

Lutheran Marriage Encounter Winter ᶫSpring 2010 Dates:  
February 12-14 in Tukwila, WA and Apr. 23-25 in Tukwila, WA.  At the end of the Christmas season is Epiphany.  
One definition of an epiphany  is ñA sudden, intuitive perception of or insight into the reality or essential meaning of 
something, usually initiated by some simple, homely, or commonplace occurrence or experience.ò  Thousands of 
married couples have found new insights and meaning in their love for each other simply by attending a Marriage 
Encounter weekend.  Experience your own epiphany on Valentineôs Day attending the Feb. 12-14 weekend.  If that 

weekend doesnôt work for you, sign up for the April weekend.  For more information or to schedule yourselves for this opportunity, visit 
the Lutheran Marriage Encounter website www.GodLovesMarriage.org  or contact Carl & Dallas Anne Presley, 206-522-6840, 
carl.presley@comcast.net Lutheran  Marriage Encounter toll-free number:  1-800-235-1010. 

 

Global Missions ᶫFor an update from  Milt and Linda Hanson, Missionaries in Romania, as well as an update 

from Dan and Nancy Rusch, Missionaries in Manila, please see the Global Missions bulletin board.   Please see the      
bulletin board for the Lutheran Bible Translators January Prayer Calendar. 
 

   

  4 

N    O    R    T    H    W    E    S    T  

http://www.lcsnw.org/index.html
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President 
Terry Adams       2011 (2) 
1080 Mountain View Blvd. SE 
North Bend, WA  98045 
H-425 831-8593 
Email: terryaadams@hotmail.com 

Vice President 
Linn Eaton       2011 (2) 
P. O. Box 1893 
Snoqualmie, WA  98065 
H-425 888-2086 
Email:  linneaton333@comcast.net 

Secretary 
Kay Boyle    2011 (1) 
8549 382nd Ave SE 
Snoqualmie, WA  98065 
H 425 888-2947 
Email:  kay.boyle@comcast.net 

Treasurer  Annual Renewal    
Linda Luke 
H-425-222-7858  
Email:  half90@comcast.net       
    

Vivian Waid        2010 (1) 
12220 412th Ave. E 
North Bend, WA  98045 
H425 888-1424 
Email:  VmrsVivian@aol.com 

Tom Burnside     2010 (2) 
45810 SE 124th Street 
North Bend, WA 98045 
H-425-888-1658 
Email: tobur@gmail.com  

Bob Bartlett     2011 (1) 
831 NE 8th St. 
North Bend, WA  98045 
H-425 888-1531 
Email:  Bobnannieb@comcast.net 

Sue Oster 
P.O. Box 1381 
Snoqualmie, WA  98065 
H-425 888-4056 
Email:  d.j.oster@centurytel.net 

Jeff King  2009  (1) 
466 Meadow Dr. SE 
North Bend, WA  98045 
H-425 888-0953 
E-mail: Jeff_King_pnw@yahoo.com   
        _______________________ 
Valerie King, Financial Secretary 
Email:  dontlikecomputers@yahoo.com 

Paul Ritzenthaler     2011 (1) 
44337 SE 142nd PL 
North Bend, WA  98045 
H 425 888-5294 

Ed Benson 
377 Ogle Pl NE 
North Bend, WA  98045 
H-425 831-6896 
Email:  edwinsdad1@comcast.net 

John Cassidy 
P.O. Box 486 
North Bend, WA  98045 
H-425 831-1914 
Email:  jcassidy@waxingmoon.com 

Submitted by Terry Adams, Church Council President 

Meet your 2010 Council Members 
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          Annual Meeting on January 17, 2010  
Our Annual Meeting is quickly approaching.  The Annual Meeting is 
the biggest church meeting of the year and is where we approve the 
church budget and review the annual ministry reports. All Ministries 
should have already submitted their annual report.  If you have not, 

please submit it to Sheila Rodriguez, mtsilutheran@mtsilutheran.org, no later than 
Monday, Jan. 11, 2010.   All voting members are encouraged to attend. 

The end of the year is such a wonderful and busy time of the year with the Celebration of Christmas.  For the Church 
Council it means getting the annual budget together and  preparing for the annual meeting.   The Council spent our last 
meeting reviewing each line item of the budget including the ministry requests.    I really appreciate the work and time the 

ministries put into creating their budgets.  Once the budgets were in place we finished up the planning on the Evangelism 

Christmas Caroling event.   
 

For those of you that missed the Caroling event, you missed a great time. Despite the rainy weather, there were 24 people 
in attendance and we visited Red Oak, the Mt. Si Senior Center, and North Bend Bar and Grill, in addition to caroling while 
walking between the locations.  Everyone had a good time and our singing was greatly appreciated by all, especially the 
seniors.  We followed up all the singing by going back to the church and having cookies, hot chocolate, cookies, cider, and 

more cookies.  With the fun everyone had, I think this is going to be an annual event.  (see photos on pg. 11) 
 

I wish to especially thank all the Council members this past year including those continuing on and those who have served 
their term or have stepped down.  On December 13th, the congregation unanimously voted to approve three new        

members.  Thank you to Sue Oster, Ed Benson, and John Cassidy for joining Mt. Siôs Council. 
 

On Sunday, Jan. 24th, we will install our 2010 Council Members at both worship services. 

mailto:Jeff_King_pnw@yahoo.com


 

 6 

  Calendar Notes  

You may contribute to the newsletter by submitting 

your articles to the church office by email, snail mail, 

or a simple phone call.  The Deadline for   submissions 

is the THIRD MONDAY of each month, except when    

earlier deadlines are  required due to  holidays, etc. 

01/03/10 Finances and Attendance  YTD= YEAR TO DATE  
Sun. Worship Attendance       148  
Budgeted YTD               $   
Given YTD              $      4,893.50 
Budgeted weekly offering     $       
Weekly Offering      $      4,893.50 
Food Bank Offering               $         690.00 (Jan.)  
Sunday School Attendance      NA         $              

Jan. 1st ðNew Yearôs Day (office closed) 
Jan. 6th ðEpiphany of our Lord  
Jan. 7th ð6:30PM Stewardship & Finance meeting  
             ð6:30PM Family & Youth Visioning meeting  
Jan. 9th ð9AM-Noon Crafters  
Jan. 12th ð6PM Evangelism meeting  
                ð7PM Council meeting  
Jan. 13th ð7PM Lutheran Handbook Course led by  
                    Pr. Mark  
Jan. 14th ð6:30PM Family & Youth Team meeting  
Jan. 15th -17thðVarsity Youth Ski Trip  
Jan. 17th ðRite of Holy Baptism at 10:30AM service  
                ðNoon Annual Congregational meeting  
Jan.18th ðMartin Luther King Jr. Holiday (office closed)  
               ð2PM Sr. Fellowship  
               ðNEWSLETTER DEADLINE  
Jan. 19th ð7PM Parish Ed meeting  
Jan. 20th ð7PM Lutheran Handbook Course led by  
                    Pr. Mark  
Jan. 24th ðInstallation of 2010 Council Members  
Jan. 26th ð7PM Communion Instruction Class led by  
                   Pr. Mark  
Jan. 27th ð7PM Lutheran Handbook Course led by  
                    Pr. Mark  
Jan. 29th ð6PM Family Night --Tubing & Tailgating  
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Thank You!  

Thank you!  

Thank You! 
 

The Mount Si Women of 

Christ would like to thank 

everyone who so freely opened their hearts 

and donated to the House of Hope Thanks-

giving offering and purchased gifts for the 

Giving Tree. Thanks to you we were able 

to purchase grocery gift cards for $503 to 

present to the House of Hope/Mama's 

Hands families. This amount was way 

more than we expected and we were told it 

would provide for the families not only for 

Thanksgiving but for Christmas and into to 

the new year!  Also the gifts so lovingly 

chosen and beautifully wrapped were also 

such blessings to these families. Thank you 

so much for your continued support and 

prayers for this worthwhile cause! 

COMMUNION BREAD We 
are very blessed to have several  
volunteers who have offered to 
make our communion bread.  They 
have found a recipe that is easy to 
follow.  If we get a few more people 
to help with this need, it would only 

be a once a month commitment.   If you are inter-
ested, please speak to Andy Velebir, Connie Som, 
or call the office and speak to Sheila Rodriguez at 
888-1322.   This is another great way to serve the 
church and those who worship here. 

Mt Siôs 60th Anniversary 

Cookbooks are still avail-

able.  They are $15 each 

and have historical infor-

mation and photos as well 

as a wonderful collection of 

recipes.  If you would like 

to purchase one or  more 

cookbooks, please contact 

the office at 888-1322. 

The Mt. Si Women of Christ are look-

ing for ways to include more women 

in our upcoming events & planning. If 

you are interested in helping with the 

planning of our Secret Sister Ministry, 

the Secret Sister February Valentine 

gathering, our May women's get - together , a Spring-

time retreat, and any fund raising ideas, we'd love to 

hear from you!  Please contact Courtney Adams at 425 

831-8593 or Ann Bartlett at 425 888-1531. 


