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As often happens, no sooner has the interim pastor arrived then people begin to wonder about the 
interim process; the transitional period.  Many might even ask, ñWhy do we really need to do this?ò  
ñWhatôs this about a Transition Team?ò  ñWhy canôt we just put together a Call Committee?ò  ñWhy 
canôt we call our new pastor right now?ò  All of these questions are important and in this article I 
will attempt to explain interim ministry and the transition period by using an image and explanation 
that I have used in other interim situations.  I have reworked this article to better fit the congrega-

tion of Mt. Si Lutheran. 
 

I invite you to think of the interim period as preparing to sell a house.  Many of you have gone 
through that process.  Letôs say that the house you are going to sell is more than just any house.  
This is the house you grew up in, or raised your family in ï it is a very special house and not just 

any buyer will do.  You want the best buyer for your house. 
 

In preparing to sell a house there are many decisions about what needs to be done before the 
house is ready to be put on the market and shown to perspective buyers.  The seller can paint all 
the rooms, install new carpeting, have a new roof put on, have the outside painted, etc.          
Nowadays you can even have professional people come to redecorate your entire living area with 
upscale furniture, dishes, tables/chairs, etc. to make the home even more attractive to potential 
buyers and hopefully bring in the highest and best bid for your house.  Or you can take a chance 
and sell it ñas is.ò  I suspect that most of you would choose somewhere in the middle, not doing 
everything that can be done, but doing what is deemed most necessary and then whatever else 

can be accomplished in a timely and helpful manner. 
 

Often in preparing and selling a house a professional is consulted, perhaps a real estate agent.  
Because of their experience in such matters, including the knowledge of the market, they have      
a sense for what needs to be done to better prepare the house for selling.  Typically, their           
recommendations are considered seriously, and choices are made about how much needs to be 

done to prepare the house for a buyer. 
 

One can look at the interim process like this:  the congregation needs to decide what needs to be 
done before engaging in the Call Process itself.  For that purpose they choose from amongst 
themselves a Transition Team.  The Transition Team, like a seller of a house, takes a look at the 
ówhole houseô and tries to make some determinations concerning what needs to be done to make 
the house presentable to interested buyers.  They listen to a professional, such as a realtor, but in 
this case a trained interim pastor, and make some choices and recommendations.  They            
understand that the preparation work should be accomplished before the house is shown.  Once 
you start showing the house there is less emphasis and usually little interest in further immediate    

improvements. 
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The showing of the house can be compared to the work of the Call Committee (the real estate agents).  They will 
benefit from all the preparation that has gone before, and will then turn their attention to interacting with those who 
come and see, namely the buyers (candidates to be interviewed).  When showing the house, if some further     
preparation is deemed necessary the process can be halted until the further preparation is completed.  This is a little 
more difficult with the call process.  Therefore, it is very important that the Transition Team is able to complete what 

they need to do before moving on. 
 

Continuing with the ñhouseò imagery, it is, of course, hoped that the entire venture is based on the bedrock of Jesus 
Christ, and that we are not building on sand.  WE all are part of the on-going process of prayerfully and faithfully 

supporting this preparation during the transition period and participating in the vision for a faithful future. 
 

I hope this imagery and explanation has been helpful for you.  You may talk with me about further explanation or 

concerns that you may have about the transition process and interim ministry. 
 

I appreciate our ministry together.  See you in church. 
 

Pr. Tim 

Pastor Tim is available for visits at the church, at 

the local coffee shop or eatery for conversation 

and counsel about personal concerns,  spiritual  

issues,  or church matters.  Appointments         

appreciated, drop-ins OK.  Call the church       

office, 425.888.1322 to make an  appointment or 

email him at tim_wolbrecht@hotmail.com. 

Pastor Tim Wolbrecht was installed at Mt. Si 

Lutheran Church on April 13, 2008.  Pastor 

Tim with Terry Adams, Council President. 

Contôd. from page 1 

Volunteers Needed for  

Childrenôs Message 

 

People are needed to 

help provide for the   

childrenôs message     

during worship.  We are hoping to put 

together a team of interested people to 

give a childrenôs message on a rotating 

basis.  If interested, please contact, 

Courtney Adams at 425 831-8593 or 

anyone on the Parish Ed Ministry.  No 

prior experience necessary.   

Benefitsé..PRICELESS! 
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Global Mission News 

 

NWWA Synod Russia AuctionðMay 4, 2008 Nile Shrine Center 
 

                                    Corner of Love  
 

Tanya and Nelson Amador have sent an email of thanks for support of their annual Medical-Dental   

Brigade to Nicaragua Feb. 28-Mar. 8. It was ñhuge blessings for those who received care in North    

Nicaragua as well as those who served on the óCare to Bless Team.ôò  We are happy that Sharon 

Augenstein of Mt. Si was on the mission team.  Please see the Global Missions bulletin board for a 

summary of what they accomplished. 
 

See Greater Things MissionðJune 19-28, 2008.  You just canôt imagine how life changing nine days can be...for you 

AND those youôll serve.  There are many ways you can help!  Come Along...This next mission will focus on village 

clinics, shoes distribution, home visits to children on our Sponsorship Program, and learning all about what lies ahead 

for our new facilities in North Nicaragua.  You do not have to be a doctor or dentist to come!  All kinds of workers are 

needed!  A variety of job posts are available, such as sorting pills and vitamins, painting and construction work, setting 

up for clinic, etc.  The team will stay in Corner of Loveôs dorm in San Ramon and one night at Selva Negra Lodge in      

Jinotega.  Each individual purchases their own airfare.  (see our website for itinerary)  Cost for all meals, lodging,     

transportation, and excursion is $650.  Team meetings began in April to prepare you to serve.  Interpreters are provided.  

Local churches celebrate mission by commissioning the team in late May.  Come & join the team!  There is time for       

fellowship and fun, too! Pray and ProvideéPlease pray for our team and those weôll serve.  Many in North Nicaragua 

lack basic needs, like shoes, clothing, and drinking water.  We are collecting funds to purchase medicine ($400 per med-

pack) and shoes ($10 each).  Tax deductible donations can be mailed to:  Corner of Love, 23855 SE 216th St., Maple 

Valley, WA 98038 or call 206 419-1133.  Our website is www.corneroflove.org.  Items donated can be placed in the 

grey tote in the Fellowship Hall at Mt. Si Lutheran. 

 
The April issue of ñThe Chosen Peopleò has an interesting article on the Passover ð Messianic fulfillment 

revealed. 

 

A huge Thank You to Sharon Augenstein for giving a wonderful presentation and photo gallery of her 

and Vincentôs trip to Russia last September.  The Senior Fellowship group was treated to many differ-

ent samples of authentic Russian cuisine.  Sharon also had several items that she brought back from 

Russia that were available for donations to go toward our sister parish, Salzburg Church in Gussev.  

Sharon handcrafted several beautiful pictures into cards, along with other Russian souvenirs that were 

for sale.  Sheila Rodriguez also brought some Russian memorabilia that she and her husband, Rick, 

had collected from his trips to Russia while serving in the Coast Guard in Juneau and Anchorage, AK.   

 

Global Missions Chairperson NeededðIf you have a passion or a calling for Global Missions, then 

we have the job for you!  Joyce Ayers will be stepping down as Mt. Siôs Global Missions Chairper-

son the end of May.  Joyce  has chaired our Global Missions Ministry for four years.  She has done a 

superb job communicating Global Missions events and sharing her enthusiasm with the congregation 

for local and global mission efforts.  She continues to be active in many different ministries at Mt. Si 

and also co-chairs the Senior Fellowship group and plans their many events as well.  If you are       

interested in speaking with Joyce or Terry Adams, Council President, about our Global Missions  

Ministry, please call Joyce at 865-9853, or Terry at 831-8593.  There will be a Global Missions meeting on Sunday, 

May 18th at 11:30PM in the Library. 

 

Please check out the white magazine shelf by the Library in the Fellowship Hall.  We have many interesting 

magazines/catalogs including Church World Service and Buckner Today. 

 

 

Please see the Global Missions bulletin board for a May Prayer Calendar for Lutheran Bible Translators.  

There are 82 LBT missionaries and associate missionaries serving in 17 countries in over 80 translation and 

scripture use programs.  There are 6,912 languages spoken in the world today.  Over 4,500 of these have no 

portion of scripture.  Please remember them in your prayers. 
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 Farewell Pastor Paul and Sue! 
 

 Sunday, March 30th, Mount Si Lutheran Congregation bid farewell 

and offered good luck blessings to Pastor Paul and Sue with a famous Mt. Si 

potluck luncheon.  Everyone brought their favorite dish to share as well as 

their favorite memories of the past 6 years.  The line went out the door as an 

estimated 150 people came to honor Pastor and Sueôs service to our church.  

As always, the food was plentiful and delicious and the sharing was immense.  

After   everyone ate their meal and enjoyed their dessert, Pastor Paul and Sue opened gifts from the congrega-

tion.  Pastor Paul received a Magellan Maestro GPS system to help him maneuver around new unfamiliar     

territories as well as a photograph of Mt. Si with the churchôs Psalm 121 printed on it. Sue received a relaxa-

tion gift basket from Bath & Body Works as well as a $100 gift certificate to The Gene Juarez Salon.  Both 

Pastor and Sue received a card from the congregation with $75 cash as well as a basket full of cards made by 

the Sunday school children and many caring friends. But perhaps the most meaningful gift was the memory 

photo  album filled with photos, thoughts, memories and prayers submitted by the congregation.  We only 

wish we could have a duplicate of the album to keep here at church.  It was filled with so many special     

memories, it will be a gift they will cherish for years. 
 

 After the gifts were presented, Pastor Paul and Sue both stood and shared their impressions of Mt. Si 

when they first arrived and how much the past six years have meant to them.  Many congregation members 

stood up and shared their fondest memories of Pastor Paul and Sue and their family. There was a lot of     

laughter and a few tears.  Pastor Paul closed the gathering with a prayer for the congregation and Mount Si   

Lutheran Church.  He and Sue then spent time afterwards saying farewell to everyone. 
 

  Thank you to all that attended, provided food, and shared their memories that day.   A huge thank you 

to everyone who helped plan, set up, clean up, purchase gifts, and put this event together. An extra-special 

thank you goes out to Carol Reitz for putting together and creating such a lovely memory photo album. 
 

   It was a wonderful farewell for a beloved pastor and his family.  Pastor Paul and Sue were touched by 

the gifts and the number of people who came to wish them well.  They will be dearly missed! 

Special Event 


