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GOOD FRIDAY WORSHIP
April 18, 2025
PRELUDE
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Pastor
CALL TO WORSHIP Pastor

Christ knew what lay ahead.

The future of the world crowned his head.
We join with him now in his darkest hour,

to reflect on his glory and his humble power.
He is Lord, let us look and see

the one who serves on bended knee.



PRAYER OF THE DAY Pastor

Merciful God, your Son was lifted up on the cross to draw all people to himself. Grant
that we who have been born out of his side may at all times find mercy in him, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. All: Amen.

LITURGY FOR TENEBRAE
Remembering Jesus’ Ministry

READING: Luke 2:25-35, 52 Voice One

Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on
him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple,
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what was customary under
the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying,

“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word,
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”

And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling
and the rising of many in Israel and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner
thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul, too.”

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years and in divine and human favor.
The Christ Candle is lit at the end of the reading

READING: Luke 4:14-21 Voice Two

Then Jesus, in the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread
through all the surrounding region. He began to teach in their synagogues and was
praised by everyone. When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he
went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and
the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the
place where it was written:



“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to set free those who are oppressed,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all
in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture
has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

HYMN: Great God Your Love Red Hymnal #358, vs. 1 & 3

Verse 1
Great God, your love has called us here,
As we, by love, for love were made.
Your living likeness still we bear,
Through marred, dishonored, disobeyed.
We come, with all our heart and mind
Your call to hear, your love to find.

Verse 3
Great God, in Christ, you call our name
And then receive us as your own,
Not through some merit, right or claim,
But by your gracious love alone.
We strain to glimpse your mercy seat
And find you kneeling at our feet.

READING: Luke 5:1-11 Voice Three

Once while Jesus was standing beside the Lake of Gennesaret and the crowd was
pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the
lake; the fishermen had gotten out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one
of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the
shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished
speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a
catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught
nothing. Yet if you say so, | will let down the nets.” When they had done this, they



caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to burst. So they signaled their
partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats,
so that they began to sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’s knees,
saying, “Go away from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” For he and all who were with
him were astounded at the catch of fish that they had taken, and so also were James and
John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do
not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” When they had brought their
boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.

The 12 Apostle Candles are lit during the hymn

HYMN I Want Jesus to Walk with Me Red Hymnal #325

Verse 1
I want Jesus to walk with me;
I want Jesus to walk with me;
All along my pilgrim journey,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

Verse 2
In my trials, Lord, walk with me;
In my trials, Lord, walk with me;
When my heart is almost breaking,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

Verse 3
When I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
When I’m in trouble, Lord, walk with me;
When my head is bowed in sorrow,
Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.

Remembering Jesus’ Entry Into Jerusalem

READING: Luke 19:29-40 Voice One

When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of
Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as
you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring
it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs
it.”” So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. As they were
untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” They said,
“The Lord needs it.” Then they brought it to Jesus, and after throwing their cloaks on



the colt, they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on
the road. Now as he was approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the
whole multitude of the disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all
the deeds of power that they had seen, saying,

“Blessed is the king
who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest heaven

",

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to
stop.” He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”

Extinguishing the Light

READING: Luke 20:9-20 Voice Two

Jesus began to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard and leased it to
tenants and went away for a long time. When the season came, he sent a slave to the
tenants in order that they might give him his share of the produce of the vineyard, but
the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. Next he sent another slave; that
one also they beat and insulted and sent away empty-handed. And he sent still a third;
this one also they wounded and threw out. Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What
shall I do? I will send my beloved son; perhaps they will respect him.” But when the
tenants saw him, they discussed it among themselves and said, ‘This is the heir; let us
kill him so that the inheritance may be ours.” So they threw him out of the vineyard and
killed him. What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? He will come and
destroy those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” When they heard this, they said,
“Heaven forbid!” But he looked at them and said, “What then does this text mean:

“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone’?

“Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces, and it will crush anyone on
whom it falls.” When the scribes and chief priests realized that he had told this parable
against them, they wanted to lay hands on him at that very hour, but they feared the
people. So they watched him and sent spies who pretended to be honest, in order to trap
him by what he said and then to hand him over to the jurisdiction and authority of the
governor.

Two altar candles are extinguished



HYMN: Ah, Holy Jesus Red Hymnal #349, vs. 1 & 4

Verse 1
Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended
That we to judge thee have in hate pretended?
By foes derided, by thine own rejected,
O most afflicted.

Verse 4
For me, kind Jesus, was thine incarnation,
Thy mortal sorrow, and thy life’s oblation;
Thy death of anguish and thy bitter passion,
For my salvation.

READING: Luke 22:7-23 Voice Three

Then came the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be
sacrificed. So Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover meal for
us that we may eat it.” They asked him, “Where do you want us to make preparations
for it?” “Listen,” he said to them, “when you have entered the city, a man carrying a jar
of water will meet you; follow him into the house he enters and say to the owner of the
house, ‘The teacher asks you, “Where is the guest room, where I may eat the Passover
with my disciples?”” > He will show you a large room upstairs, already furnished. Make
preparations for us there.” So they went and found everything as he had told them, and
they prepared the Passover meal.

When the hour came, he took his place at the table, and the apostles with him. He said
to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer, for I tell
you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” Then he took a cup, and
after giving thanks he said, “Take this and divide it among yourselves, for I tell you
that from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God
comes.” Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks he broke it and
gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” And he did the same with the cup after supper, saying, “This cup
that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood. But see, the one who betrays
me is with me, and his hand is on the table. For the Son of Man is going as it has been
determined, but woe to that one by whom he is betrayed!” Then they began to ask one
another which one of them it could be who would do this.
One Apostle Candle is Extinguished



READING: Luke 22:39-46 Voice One

He came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the disciples
followed him. When he reached the place, he said to them, “Pray that you may not
come into the time of trial.” Then he withdrew from them about a stone’s throw, knelt
down, and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me, yet not my will
but yours be done.” Then an angel from heaven appeared to him and gave him strength.
In his anguish he prayed more earnestly, and his sweat became like great drops of blood
falling down on the ground. When he got up from prayer, he came to the disciples and
found them sleeping because of grief, and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Get
up and pray that you may not come into the time of trial.”

Three Apostle Candles are Extinguished

HYMN: Go To Dark Gethsemane = Red Hymnal #347 vs. 1&2

Verse 1
Go to dark Gethsemane,
all who feel the tempter's pow'r;
your Redeemer's conflict see.
Watch with him one bitter hour;
turn not from his griefs away;
learn from Jesus Christ to pray.

Verse 2
Follow to the judgment hall,
view the Lord of life arraigned;
oh, the wormwood and the gall!
Oh, the pangs his soul sustained!
Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss;
learn from him to bear the cross.

READING: Luke 22:47-54 Voice Two

While he was still speaking, suddenly a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of
the twelve, was leading them. He approached Jesus to kiss him, but Jesus said to him,
“Judas, 1s it with a kiss that you are betraying the Son of Man?” When those who were
around him saw what was coming, they asked, “Lord, should we strike with the sword?”’
Then one of them struck the slave of the high priest and cut off his right ear. But Jesus
said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed him. Then Jesus said to the
chief priests, the officers of the temple police, and the elders who had come for him,
“Have you come out with swords and clubs as though I were a rebel? When I was with



you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour and
the power of darkness!”

Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house. But
Peter was following at a distance.

All Remaining Apostle Candles are Extinguished

READING: Luke 22:54-71 Voice Three

Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest’s house. But
Peter was following at a distance. When they had kindled a fire in the middle of the
courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. Then a female servant, seeing
him in the firelight, stared at him and said, “This man also was with him.” But he denied
it, saying, “Woman, I do not know him.” A little later someone else, on seeing him,
said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not!” Then about an hour
later still another kept insisting, “Surely this man also was with him, for he is a
Galilean.” But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about!” At that
moment, while he was still speaking, the cock crowed. The Lord turned and looked at
Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said to him, “Before
the cock crows today, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.

Now the men who were holding Jesus began to mock him and beat him; they also
blindfolded him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it who struck you?” They kept
heaping many other insults on him.

When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people, both chief priests and scribes,
gathered together, and they brought him to their council. They said, “If you are the
Messiah, tell us.” He replied, “If I tell you, you will not believe, and if I question you,
you will not answer. But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand
of the power of God.” All of them asked, “Are you, then, the Son of God?” He said to
them, “You say that [ am.” Then they said, “What further testimony do we need? We
have heard it ourselves from his own lips!”

HYMN: Were you There Red Hymnal #353 vs. 1&2

Verse 1
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?



Verse 2
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?

A Single Candle Remains

READING: Luke 23:1-25 Voice One

Then the assembly rose as a body and brought Jesus before Pilate. They began to accuse
him, saying, “We found this man inciting our nation, forbidding us to pay taxes to
Caesar and saying that he himself is the Messiah, a king.” Then Pilate asked him, “Are
you the king of the Jews?” He answered, “You say so.” Then Pilate said to the chief
priests and the crowds, “I find no basis for an accusation against this man.” But they
were insistent and said, “He stirs up the people by teaching throughout all Judea, from
Galilee where he began even to this place.”

When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. And when he learned
that he was under Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent him off to Herod, who was himself in
Jerusalem at that time. When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had been
wanting to see him for a long time because he had heard about him and was hoping to
see him perform some sign. He questioned him at some length, but Jesus gave him no
answer. The chief priests and the scribes stood by vehemently accusing him. Even
Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him; then he put an
elegant robe on him and sent him back to Pilate. That same day Herod and Pilate
became friends with each other; before this they had been enemies.

Pilate then called together the chief priests, the leaders, and the people and said to them,
“You brought me this man as one who was inciting the people, and here I have
examined him in your presence and have not found this man guilty of any of your
charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us. Indeed, he has done
nothing to deserve death. I will therefore have him flogged and release him.”

Then they all shouted out together, “Away with this fellow! Release Barabbas for us!”
(This was a man who had been put in prison for an insurrection that had taken place in
the city and for murder.) Pilate, wanting to release Jesus, addressed them again, but
they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” A third time he said to them, “Why, what
evil has he done? I have found in him no ground for the sentence of death; I will
therefore have him flogged and then release him.” But they kept urgently demanding
with loud shouts that he should be crucified, and their voices prevailed. So Pilate gave



his verdict that their demand should be granted. He released the man they asked for, the
one who had been put in prison for insurrection and murder, and he handed Jesus over
as they wished.

HYMN: O Sacred Head, Now Wounded = Red Hymnal #351 vs. 1&3

Verse 1
O sacred head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down,
Now scornfully surrounded, with thorns, thine only crown;
O sacred head, what glory, what bliss till now was thine!
Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call thee mine.
Verse 3
What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend,
For this thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end?
Oh, make me thine forever, and should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee.

READING: Luke 23:32-44 Voice Two

Two others also, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. When
they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the
criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [[Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them,
for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his
clothing. And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He
saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” The
soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine and saying, “If you
are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, “This
is the King of the Jews.”

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you
not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you
not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? And we indeed
have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this
man has done nothing wrong.” Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come
in your kingdom.” He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
It was now about noon, and darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon, while the sun’s light failed, and the curtain of the temple was torn in
two. Then Jesus, crying out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commend
my spirit.” Having said this, he breathed his last.

Last Candle is Extinguished



READING: Luke 23:47-49 Voice Three

When the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God and said, “Certainly this
man was innocent.” And when all the crowds who had gathered there for this spectacle
saw what had taken place, they returned home, beating their breasts. But all his
acquaintances, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, stood at a
distance watching these things.

TIME OF SILENCE

PROCESSION OF THE CROSS

P: please stand for the procession of the cross

At the back of the sanctuary we say:

P: Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.
All: Oh, come, let us worship him.

At the middle of the sanctuary we say:

P: Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.
All: Oh, come, let us worship him.

At the front of the sanctuary we say:

P: Behold the life-giving cross, on which was hung the salvation of the whole world.
All: Oh, come, let us worship him.

SPECIAL MUSIC Three Rusty Nails Dave S. & Pastor

SOLEMN REPROACHES Pastor

The Solemn Reproaches can be found in liturgies of the church dating back to the 9"
century with common use seen in by the 14" century. The version you will hear tonight
was adapted for use in the ELCA and is part of our Good Friday Liturgy found in the
Evangelical Book of Worship.

During the reading of the solemn reproaches take the stone you were handed at the
beginning of worship, holding it in your hands, confess your sins and place them,
figuratively, on the stone — when you are ready, come forward and place the stone in
the baptismal font. If you wish, dip your finger in the water and make the sign of the
cross on your forehead and remember that, “You are God’s beloved child, marked with
the cross of Christ forever. You are forgiven. You are forgiven!” As you head back to
your seat take a clear teardrop with you — may it be a reminder of the tears Jesus shed
on the cross for you and in joy over you — may it be a reminder of the gift of grace and
forgiveness you have in Jesus. Amen!



SENDING
Hope is Not Lost

READING: John 1:1-5 Pastor

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without
him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the
life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it.

BLESSING

SENT IN SILENCE
You are welcome to remain in silent prayer and reflection for as long as you wish. As
you leave, please be considerate of those around you and leave in silence. Thank you.

You are invited!
Easter Worship, Sunday, April 20 — 9:30am

SERVING TODAY
Lectors—Ed B., Lisa S., Barry M.  Usher—Tom B.
AV/Sound—Terry A. & Mike B.  Accompanist—Dave S.

Sunday Worship Schedule
Worship 9:30am
Fellowship Hour 10:45-11:30am

Church Contact Information
Website — www.mtsilutheran.org
Office Email — mtsilutheran@mtsilutheran.org

Easter Worship, Sunday, April 20 — 9:30am
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