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I Was A Stranger and You Welcomed Me 

Larry E. Thomas, Interim Pastor 
 

Jesus said, ñI was a stranger and you welcomed me.ò  

Matthew 25:35 
 

     In 1975, in the aftermath of the fall of Saigon and the end of the Vietnam war,        

Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) recruited local Lutheran pastors to 

provide initial screening for people who were interested in sponsoring Southeast Asian 

refugees. Refugees were arriving by the thousands at Camp Pendleton in Southern    

California and LIRS needed sponsors, pronto. At the time, I was the pastor of Shepherd 

By The Sea Lutheran Church in Malibu, California. While I spoke by telephone with 

three families and interviewed two, none of the Malibu area families ended up         

sponsoring any refugees. Things changed when we moved to San Diego. 
 

     In January of 1976, I began my new call as the Associate Pastor at Our Saviorôs     

Lutheran Church in San Diego, California. Over the course of the next six years, OSLC 

sponsored three refugee families. Our congregational refugee resettlement committee 

eagerly and energetically undertook the myriad tasks of assisting newly arrived refugee 

families. Committee members helped our refugee families find housing, obtain used     

furniture, and assisted them with setting up their kitchens with pots and pans, dishes and 

silverware. The sisters and brothers at OSLC took Jesus at his word and lovingly       

welcomed our refugee/strangers with open arms.  
 

     I can still remember meeting with the Cao family the morning after they arrived in 

San Diego. Myself, Rev. Norlan Hanson (the senior pastor) and Tam Tranh, a            

Vietnamese refugee who worked for LIRS and translated our conversation, met together 

with the Cao family in the church library. Mr. and Ms. Cao, and Ms. Caoôs sister had 

been boat people who had escaped from North Vietnam. En route to Thailand, their boat 

got caught in a storm. Their fellow travelers asked them to pray to God. ñWhatôs God?ò 

Mr. Cao, asked. ñGod is who you ask to protect you when youôre in trouble,ò Mr. Cao 

told us. Concluding his story, Mr. Cao said, ñWe are looking forward to learning more 

about God.ò  
 

     On August 4, 2016, I visited the Mahama Refugee Camp in Eastern Rwanda, near 

the Tanzanian Border. The Mahama Refugee Camp opened in April, 2015, to serve 

refugees from Burundi who have fled the country due to election related violence. In 

cooperation with Rwanda, the United Nations High Commission for Refugees 

(UNHCR) administers the camp together with a variety of NGOôs including Adventist 

Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) World Vision, and Save the Children. 
 

     The Mahama Refugee Camp is the home to approximately 50,000 Burundian       

refugees of whom 13,000 are children. Visiting Mahama was a powerful, humbling, and 

sobering experience. During our tour of Mahama, I asked Gerald, our ADRA guide, if I 

could ask one of the refugees a couple of questions. ñSure,ò Gerald replied. ñSir, why 

did you leave Burundi?ò I asked. He replied, ñI was tortured; they told me if I stayed, 

Iôd be killed, so I left.ò ñWhat is your hope?ò I asked the refugee. He said, ñThat things 

will settle down in Burundi and I will be able to go home.ò  

Special Points of Interest: 
 

¶ Sept. 5thñLabor Day  

     Holiday (office closed) 

¶ Sept. 11thñMt. Si & ELCA 

Day of Service.  Following 

9AM Worship, potluck & 

service projects 

¶ Sept. 18thñReturn to two 

Worship Services at 8:15 & 

10:45AM and Congregational 

Forum between services 
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     I donôt mind telling you that visiting The Mahama Refugee Camp (see photo below), remembering my 1970s 

experiences working with Southeast Asian refugee resettlement, and reflecting on the current anxious state of 

Western nations re: refugee resettlement really got me to thinking. Jesus was constantly telling people not to 

be anxious, not to be fearful and not to worry, but we still worry, weôre still afraid, and we are subject to all     

manner of anxiety. The immobilizing power of anxiety is not the way of Christ. Faithfully following wherever 

God is leading us, is the way of Christ. Feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, providing water for the 

thirsty, clothes for the naked, and welcoming the stranger, is the way of Christ. 
 

     According to an August 4, 2016 article by the Christian singer/songwriter David Crowder in the magazine, 

Relevant, there are 21.3 million refugees worldwide. Half of them are children. ñMany of them are brothers 

and sisters, with no home, no stability, and no hope. Nearly 34,000 people are forced to flee their homes each 

day because of conflict.ò  
 

     Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) is still faithfully working to ñwelcome the strangerò and 

help refugees and displaced peoples find safe and secure homes. If you sense the Holy Spiritôs tug, or pull, or 

movement, and want to learn more about LIRS, or, learn how you can become a foster parent for immigrant 

youth, or, if you want to write to your senator or congress person re: support for Syrian refugees, or if you 

want to make a donation to the good and godly work of LIRS, check out the Lutheran Immigration and      

Refugee Service website at lirs.org. Thanks for caring. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, September 18 @ 9:45 am: Open Forum / Table Talk 
 

Following 8:15AM worship, please join together with Pastor Larry and members of the Transition Team on 

Sunday morning, September 18 @ 9:45 am. Weôll present updates on the work of the Transition Team and   

invite input and feedback from Mt. Si Lutheran Church members and friends on our transition process and 

preparation of Mt. Siôs Ministry Site Profile. Weôve got questions, and weôre counting on you to give us some 

answers!  
 

Monthly Interfaith Dialogues  

Saturday, September 17, 2016 / 9:00 ï 10:30 am 
 

You are invited to gather together with neighbors of the Muslim Association of Snoqualmie Ridge to begin a 

series of interfaith dialogues beginning on Saturday, September 17, from 9:00 ï 10:30 a.m. The first gathering 

will be at the Snoqualmie Mosque, 35324 S.E. Center St. Unit G. Bldg. C, Snoqualmie. Coffee, tea, and     

breakfast snacks will be served. Once people have gathered, weôll settle into small conversational groups. Each 

month there will be a faith-related theme to prompt our speaking, listening, and connecting. Septemberôs      

discussion theme is ñNeighbors.ò  
 

Over time we hope to include the whole range of Snoqualmie Valleyôs faith traditions and communities.       

Octoberôs interfaith dialogue will be at Snoqualmie United Methodist Church, 48701 S.E. River St.,              

Snoqualmie on Saturday, October 22, from 9:00 ï 10:30 am. 
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Our Sunday School season kicks off this month.  Come check us out!  There are classes for all ages, 
so there is sure to be something that will meet your needs!  Check the schedule below: 
 

*Childrenôs Sunday School:  9:30-10:30 AM 
*Teen Time Schedule:  9:45 Ready! 9:50 Set! 10:20 Go!  

*Adult Education Hour:  9:45 -10:30 AM 
 

Sunday School Staff for the 2016 -2017 School Year:  
Preschool: Nancy Flanagan and Rosemary Hanson  

Kindergarten/First Grade: Lisa Sampson and Debbie Jones  
Second/Third: Courtney Adams and Ann Bartlett  
Fourth/Fifth: Kim Buckmaster and Joanne Chase  

Teen Time:   To be determined 
Adult Education Hour:  Pr. Larry & Sue Shardelman 

 

Adult Forum for Fall  

Beginning Sunday, Sept. 25, the adult group will read and discuss the book, Mudhouse Sabbath by 
Lauren Winner.  Pastor Larry and Sue Shardelman will be leading these discussions.  Grab a cup of 
coffee and join us in the library for lively conversation & fellowship.  We meet at  9:45 am. 
 

We have purchased 15 copies of the book to sell at a discounted rate.  Please contact Sue if you 
would like to have one of the copies. 
 

Book Description:  Lauren Winner converted from Orthodox Judaism to Christianity in early           
adulthood.   Soon after her conversion, she noticed that Christianity lacked much discipline or           
emphasis when it came to performing rituals, so integral to the Jewish faith. "This book is about those 
things that I miss," she writes. "It is about Sabbaths and burials and prayers, rituals Jews and         
Christians both observe.... Jews do these things with more attention and wisdom not because they are 
more righteous nor because God likes them better, but rather because doing, because action, sits at 
the center of Judaism. Practice is to Judaism what belief is to Christianity. Your faith may come and 
go but your practice ought not to waiver." She organizes her chapters according to the rituals and     
values that both religions share--such as prayer, candle lighting and weddings--and discusses how 
Christians could deepen these rituals by taking a few lessons from the Jews.  
 

Schedule Notes  

September 4
th
:  Labor Day Weekend 

September 11
th
:  ñGodôs Work, Our Handsò Day of Service 

September 18
th
:  First day of SS for children (adults please attend congregational discussion                 

re: interim next steps.  We will meet in fellowship hall) 
September 25

th
:  First day for adult discussion group 

October 2nd:  World Communion Sunday, no Worship Service & no Sunday School at MSLC 

Parish Education News! 
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   Sept. 11, 2016 

9:00AM Worship 
followed by potluck 
& service projects. 
Watch for sign up 
sheets on how you 
can help with this 
amazing day of   
service!   T-shirts 
are available for 
$6.00.  Questions:  
Speak to Courtney, 
Adams, Coordinator 
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Weôre Looking For A Pianist for 8:15 am Traditional Worship Service 
 

Mt. Si Lutheran Church is looking for a pianist to play for the 8:15 am traditional worship 

service beginning Sunday, September 18, 2016. The job description is pretty simple: play 

three Sundays a month for the 8:15 am traditional worship service (September through May.) 

For more information, contact Larry Thomas, Interim Pastor @ ledgarthomas@gmail.com 
 

 
 

Office Volunteers Needed: We are looking for office volunteers for Sept. 12-16, 

2016.  We will have limited office coverage during this time to accommodate the            

volunteerôs schedules (probably 9AM-Noon). If you can commit to one day or several 

days, please give Sheila Rodriguez a call at 888-1322.  Thank you! 
 

 

              Confirmation @ Mt. Si Lutheran Church 2016-2017 
 

If your daughter or son is in the 6th, 7th, or 8th, grade and would like to enroll in Confirmation 

class, please contact Pr. Larry Thomas, Interim Pastor at ledgarthomas@gmail.com or by     

telephone at (425) 802-1212.  Confirmation class days, time, and curriculum will be decided 

on in conversation with students, parents, and Pastor Thomas.  

  

Acolyte TrainingñIf your third grade (or older) daughter or son would like to 

be trained as an acolyte to serve at either the 8:15 or 10:45 am worship services, please 

contact Pastor Larry at ledgarthomas@gmail.com or by phone at (425) 802-1212.  

 
 

We look forward to a new school year.  Bless all schools, colleges and universities that 

they may be respectful places for discovery and the pursuit of wisdom. Guide and guard them 

as they begin a new academic year. We lift up the important work of campus ministers as they 

offer safe space and provide nourishing communities of faith. We especially lift up those      

serving on our Washington State campuses: Pastor Elizabeth Rawlings (UW), Pastor Joel    

Langholz (WWU), Pastor Shelley Bryan Wee (EWU), and Pastor Randall "Nick" Nicolai 

(WSU). We celebrate with Pacific Lutheran University as they welcome their new campus pastor, Pastor Jen 

Rude. (Refer a student here: http://lumin-networkreferral.org/)  
 

Snoqualmie Valley School District classes began on Aug. 31st.  Please keep all teachers, parents, and   

students in your prayers for a blessed school year! 

 

   

FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
Every Wednesday 

9:00 a.m.- 6:30 p.m. 

No Appointment Necessary 

122 E 3rd St 

North Bend, WA 98045 

Located next to the King County  
Library in North Bend 

FOOD DONATIONS 
Non-Perishable Donations 

Monday & Tuesday 9 a.m.-11 a.m. 
Wednesday from 9 a.m.- 6:30 p.m. 

Perishable Foods 

Monday & Tuesday 9 a.m.- 11 a.m. 
Wednesday from 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. 
Bring donation to food bank located at 

122 E 3rd St North Bend, WA 98045 

www.snoqualmievalleyfoodbank.org 

Help us maintain a                

healthy community 

and provide food to 

our neighbors in 

need. Be part of a  

community in action. 

mailto:ledgarthomas@gmail.com
mailto:ledgarthomas@gmail.com
mailto:ledgarthomas@gmail.com
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KKj4KXrpLnhLnAJ7Xmm8k4h-hKyUNMYk2lqwA0kAYcAj63zajR5t3v7SYAHAt0TaCrpyOj8MX94_prWcs147jXTa6loUav-VPXGquaQJUy3ov5qx4Axe4gnln8jaPTOCwbKu4BVp8PQVFlEi8szMycnKWDj9z-Xph0geLw7YRo4Cwg2Hb4Qd9g==&c=HhiscJnxntkHZN1UfJRXGzHV_jxQ_6HLcUgzCRHVL
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Our church committees have been busy.  Here is a brief look at what they have been up to: 

¶ Transition Team is up and running and are holding regular meetings. 

¶ Stewardship and Finance committee is busy completing the change of bank accounts and all that goes along 

with that from Bank of America to Umpqua Bank.  If you have questions about a direct deposit please contact    

S & F committee members, Tom Chase or Jack Boller.  In addition, the committee is diligently working on the 

budget for next year so we are ready for the congregation to vote on November 6th. 

¶ Building and Grounds committee held a congregational meeting on July 31, 2016 to vote on the future of the            

parsonage.  The majority vote was to sell the parsonage to Life Enrichment Options (LEO).  The committee has 

met with LEO and LEO would like to move forward with the offer.  B & G is looking into contacting an         

attorney to help with legal documents for our church. 

¶ Parish Education ran a very well organized and planned VBS.  The Egyptian theme was colorful, fun and     

inviting. (see VBS update below) 

¶ Backpacks and School Supplies ministry filled 300 packs and distributed them at the food bank before school 

started.  (see pg. 10) 
 

Upcoming things to be aware of:  
*We are looking for a musician for the 8:15 a.m. service 

*Godôs Work, Our Hands on September 11th.  This is a great opportunity to have families volunteering together 

and get to know other church members.  

*Two services starting September 18th & Congregational Forum between worship services. 

*World Communion Sunday, Oct. 2, 2016.  Please note, there will be no Worship Service or Sunday School at Mt. 

Si.  We will worship together at Snoqualmie United Methodist Church at 10:30AM followed by a lunch at St. 

Clareôs Episcopal Church in Snoqualmie.  

*Congregation meeting and potluck lunch November 6th 

 

It is exciting to part of such a dynamic church with many opportunities to get involved.  Please consider how you 

can share your time and talents as we head into the Fall season. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

President 
Heidi Dukich            2018 (2) 
Email:  hedukich@hotmail.com 

Vice President 
Jack Boller            2018 (2) 
Email:  jboller2@comcast.net 

Secretary 
Nancy Flanagan    2017 (1) 
Email:  nf2469@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Annual Renewal    
Jeff King 
Email:  jeff_king_pnw@yahoo.com 

Courtney Adams     2017 (2) 
Email: courtneymadams@hotmail.com 

Ann Bartlett           2017 (1) 
Email:  anniemb67@outlook.com 

Janey Benson        2018 (1) 
Email:  bensonja@yahoo.com 

Peggy Halferty      2018 (1) 
Email:  mah065551@gmail.com 

Paul Dukich            2016  (2) 
Email:  pauldukich@tokulcreekmarketing.com 

Debbie Spurling    2016  (1) 
Email:  angeltender@hotmail.com 

Michael Hanson    2017 (2) 
Email:  mrhanson@centurytel.net 

Dan Luke               2017 (2) 
Email:  luked1@mac.com 

Paul Ritzenthaler   2018 (2) 
Email:  paul.ritz@comcast.net 

   

Meet your 2016 Council Members 
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Donôt forget, your council members are your elected officials that you have entrusted with the     
workings of your church.  Feel free to contact them to discuss issues that you feel are                     

pertinent to the life of your congregation.  

Submitted by Heidi Dukich, Church Council President 

V.B.S. Update:  Thanks to everyone who helped with this summer's VBS or donated much 
needed supplies! The theme was "Joseph's Adventures in Egypt" and we all had a great time 
learning about Joseph as well as some Egyptian history! About 30 kids came each day to dress 
up as Egyptians, sing and dance, hear Joseph's stories in our Egyptian palace, and shop at our 
Egyptian marketplace. Special thanks to all the wonderful volunteers who made it all possible! 
As one parent commented: "This was the highlight of my kid's summer!" I received many other 
positive comments, and I know I speak for all of the volunteers when I say a good time was had 
by all!   Special thanks goes to Debbie Jones, VBS Leader & Coordinator; Vicki Wallentine, for 
fabulous Egyptian decorations; and all of the characters & market place helpers!  THANK YOU! 
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F.Y.I. 
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25,000 
 

20,000 
 

15,000 
 

10,000 

2016 Monthly Giving 

Jan. Feb. 

 

The Monday Womenôs     
Bible Study Group is      
studying the Book of      
Luke. Please join us every 

Monday a 12:30PM in the Fellowship 
Hall.  For more information contact 
Grace Culver at 425 222-7515 or Betty 
Shardelman at 425 888-0772. 

Bible  Study 

for  

WOMEN  

Bible Study News...thereõs one for you! 

Come join the men at 
8AM and review the 
Sunday readings and 
lessons for that         

Sunday.  All men are welcome.            
For more information, contact Paul  
Ritzenthaler at 425 888-5294.  
Location:  Mt. Si Golf Course   
 

Menôs Saturday 

Breakfast  

Bible Study  

2016 Approved Budget = $240,206  

Automate Your Giving 

Are you interested in automating your giving to the church? Through the 

Simply Giving  program your gifts are made through a pre-authorized 

withdrawal from your bank account or credit card.  Forms are available 

in the Narthex and Fellowship Hall or contact the office. Forms should 

be returned to the church office with Attn: Financial Secretary. 

Mar. 

You may contribute to the newsletter by     

submitting your articles to the church office 

by email, snail mail, or a simple phone call.  

The Deadline for submissions is the THIRD    

MONDAY of each month, except when earlier 

deadlines are  required due to  holidays, etc. 

Opportunities to 
Serve, Reach Out and 

Grow in Grace 
 

All Committees will meet on 

the second Tues. of each month at 6PM to 

share a meal and discuss church goals 

with other ministries, then break into 

their individual committees.  Anyone      

interested in hearing more about a        

committee is welcome to come and  

check it out.  A free will offering is taken 

to go towards the meal. 
 

Council meets at 7PM the third  

Tues. of the month. 

Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

  
 

Aug. Food Bank = $265.00    School Supply Offering = $380.00 

Aug. financials were not available at time of printing 

  
 

All are invited to join us as we celebrate  

World Communion Sunday together! 
On Sunday, Oct. 2, 2016, Mt. Si Lutheran 

Church will join with Snoqualmie United   

Methodist Church, Fall City United Methodist 

Church, and St. Clareôs Episcopal Church 

     DATE:  Oct. 2, 2016 

WORSHIP TIME:  10:30AM  

   PLACE:  Snoqualmie United Methodist Church,  

3807 SE River St., Snoqualmie WA 
Lunch at St. Clareôs Episcopal Church following  

(donations towards lunch appreciated) 
 

Please note:  This will be our only worship service on Oct. 

2nd, so please mark your calendar to attend worship at      

Snoqualmie United Methodist Church.  An offering will be 

taken and will benefit Congregations for the Homeless. 



 

 7    

7 

2016 V.B.S. EGYPT 
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