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Grace And The Hammer of God  
Larry E. Thomas, Interim Pastor 

 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is 

not your own doing; it is the gift of Godðnot the result of 

works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us, created in Christ    

Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.  

Gal 2:8-10 
 

     I was baptized in a Baptist church in 1955. I was eight years old. My parents joined    

a Lutheran church when I was in high school. I attended confirmation, got involved,      

participated in retreats and was president of our congregationôs ñCollege Career 

Group.ò  
 

     I attended Bible studies and Sunday school classes, but I didnôt get grace. No matter 

what I heard, in my heart of hearts I figured that it was up to me to get myself saved by 

what I did and what I didnôt do.  
 

     I applied for and was accepted as a student at Luther Theological Seminary in           

St. Paul, Minnesota and began my studies in the fall of 1970. It wasnôt until my second 

year at Luther that I finally got grace.  
 

     Dr. Olaf Hansen, assigned a novel, ñThe Hammer of God,ò by the Swedish bishop, 

Bo Giertz, for us to read. That book changed my life, my faith, and my understanding 

of the gospel.  
 

     Hereôs the passage that made the life-changing difference: In book two, of 

ñHammer of God,ò (óJesus Onlyô) readers are introduced to young Pastor Fridfeldt and 

what he learned from an elderly pastor during his second pastoral assignment. Pastor 

Fridfeldt suspected that the pastor might not know through personal experience what it 

meant to be ñborn again.ò  
 

     After the senior pastor asked the housekeeper, Mrs. Holleman, for some cognac to 

help warm his frozen feet, Pastor Fridfeldt concluded that the elderly pastor was not a 

ñtrue believer.ò  
 

     As they shared their first meal together, Fridfeldt decided it was time to let the rec-

tor know what kind of assistant he had gotten. ñI want you to know from the beginning, 

sir, that I am a believer,ò he said.  
 

     The rector looked at the young man a moment before he spokeéñSo, you are a     

believer, Iôm glad to hear that. ñWhat do you believe in?ò  
 

     Fridfeldt stared dumbfounded at his superior. Was he jesting with him? ñBut sir, I 

am simply saying that I am a believer.ò ñYes, I hear that my boyéBut what is it that 

you believe in?ò Fridfeldt was almost speechless.  
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      ñBut donôt you know, sir, what it means to be a believer?ò ñThat is a word which can stand for things that 

differ greatly, my boyðI ask only what it is that you believe in.ò 
 

     ñIn Jesus, of course,ò answered Fridfeldt, raising his voice. ñI meanðI mean that I have given Him my 

heart.ò 
 

     The older manôs face became as solemn as the grave. ñDo you consider that something to give him?ò 
 

     By this time, Fridfeldt was almost in tears. ñBut sir, if you do not give your heart to Jesus, you cannot be 

saved.ò 
 

     ñYou are right, my boyðand it is just as true thatðIf you think you are saved because you give Jesus your 

heart, you will not be saved. You see my boy...It is one thing to choose Jesus as oneôs Lord and savior, to give 

him oneôs heart and commit oneself to him and that he now accepts one into his little flock.ò  
 

      ñIt is a very different thing to believe on him as a redeemer of sinners of whom one is chief.  One does not 

choose a Redeemer for oneself, you understand, nor give oneôs heart to him. The heart is a rusty old can on a 

junk heap. A fine birthday gift, indeed!ò 
 

     ñBut a wonderful Lord passes by, and has mercy on the wretched tin can, sticks his walking cane through it 

and rescues it from the junk pile and takes it home with him. Thatôs how it is...ò 
 

     ñFirst one believes in repentance, and then in grace. I believe you are on that path...ò 
 

      Lutherans around the world will celebrate the 499th anniversary of the Reformation on October 31, 2016. 

(Actually, most Lutherans will probably celebrate the Reformation on Sunday, October 30, 2016.) This will 

launch us into the 500th year of celebrating the Reformation culminating on October 31, 2017. Justification by 

grace through faith is the heart of the movement that we call Lutheranism. For me, Bishop Giertz, expressed 

that gospel truth as eloquently as anyone Iôve ever read.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All are invited to join us as we celebrate  

World Communion Sunday together! 
On Sunday, Oct. 2, 2016, Mt. Si Lutheran 

Church will join with Snoqualmie United   

Methodist Church, Fall City United Methodist 

Church, and St. Clareôs Episcopal Church 

     DATE:  Oct. 2, 2016 

WORSHIP TIME:  10:30AM  

   PLACE:  Snoqualmie United Methodist Church,  

3807 SE River St., Snoqualmie WA 
Lunch at St. Clareôs Episcopal Church following  

(donations towards lunch appreciated) 
 

Please note:  This will be our only worship service on Oct. 

2nd, so please mark your calendar to attend worship at      

Snoqualmie United Methodist Church.  An offering will be 

taken and will benefit Congregations for the Homeless. 



 

 3 

Our Sunday School season is off and running!  Come check us out!  There are classes for all ages, so 
there is sure to be something that will meet your needs!  Check the schedule below: 
 

*Childrenôs Sunday School:  9:30-10:30 AM 
*Teen Time Schedule:  9:45 Ready! 9:50 Set! 10:20 Go!  

*Adult Education Hour:  9:45 -10:30 AM 
 

Sunday School Staff for the 2016 -2017 School Year:  
Preschool: Nancy Flanagan and Rosemary Hanson  

Kindergarten/First Grade: Lisa Sampson and Debbie Jones  
Second/Third: Courtney Adams and Ann Bartlett  
Fourth/Fifth: Kim Buckmaster and Joanne Chase  

Teen Time:   To be determined 
Adult Education Hour:  Pr. Larry & Sue Shardelman 

 

Adult Forum for Fall  

The adult group is reading and discussing the book, Mudhouse Sabbath  by Lauren Winner. Pastor 
Larry and Sue Shardelman are leading these discussions. Grab a cup of coffee and join us in the     
library for lively conversation & fellowship.  We meet at  9:45 am. 
 
Book Information:  Here are the details if you would like to pick up a copy of the book.  Mudhouse 
Sabbath: An Invitation to a Life of Spiritual Discipline, Study Edition, by Lauren F. Winner, Paraclete 
Press, 2015, ISBN: 978-1612614533. 
 
 

Schedule Notes  

October 2
nd

:  No worship or SS at Mt Si Lutheran ðWorld Communion Sunday  
November 6

th
:  No SSðOnly one service at 9:30 due to congregational meeting 

November 27
th
:  No SSðThanksgiving weekend 

December 25
th
:  No SSðChristmas break 

January 1, 2017:  No SSðNew Yearôs Day 

 
The Sunday school department is looking for someone who loves music & loves kids to 
come help lead our opening music on Sunday mornings. The kids, parents, & teachers 
gather together from 9:35-9:50 to celebrate birthdays, collect our offering and sing 
some of our favorite Bible School Songs! Weôd love to find someone who can help with 

the songs! NO experience needed. A musical instrument is welcome but not necessary and your 
schedule can be flexible! If interested please see Courtney Adams or Debbie Jones!  

 

 

Parish Education News! 
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         HYMNS FOR THE OVER 50 CROWD 
 
1.  òPrecious Lord, Take My Hand, and Help Me Upó 
2.  òIt is Well With My Soul, But My Knees Hurtó 
3.  òNobody Knows the Trouble I Have Seeingó 
4.  òJust a Slower Walk with Theeó 
5.  òCount Your Birthdays, Name Them One By Oneó 
6.  òGo Tell It On The Mountain, But Speak Upó 
7.  òGive Me The Old Timerõs Religionó 
8.  òBlessed Insuranceó 
9.  òGuide Me O Thou Great Jehovah, Iõve Forgotten Where I Parkedó 
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Weôre Looking For A Pianist for 8:15 am Traditional Worship Service 
 

Mt. Si Lutheran Church is looking for a pianist to play for the 8:15 am traditional worship 

service beginning Sunday, Nov. 6, 2016. The job description is pretty simple: play three     

Sundays a month for the 8:15 am traditional worship service (September through May.)       

For more information, contact Larry Thomas, Interim Pastor @ ledgarthomas@gmail.com 
 

 
 

 

Acolyte TrainingñIf your third grade (or older) daughter or son would like to 

be trained as an acolyte to serve at either the 8:15 or 10:45 am worship services, please 

contact Pastor Larry at ledgarthomas@gmail.com or by phone at (425) 802-1212.  

 

Driver Needed: If you have a truck or van and can help deliver boxes of handmade quilts to Seattle on 

Nov. 4th or 5th please call the church office at 425 888-1322 as soon as possible.  If you are interested in 
joining the quilting ministry, please speak to Nancy Anderson, Barbara Touchette, Pat Palmer or Sue Oster. 
 

News from Russia:  We just received a copy of an article about Lutherans and Methodists in 

Russia and text of an interview with Archbishop Dietrich Brauer, who had been the pastor of our 

partner church in Kaliningrad.  The articles are posted on the board in the Fellowship Hall. 

   

FOOD DISTRIBUTION 
Every Wednesday 

9:00 a.m.- 6:30 p.m. 

No Appointment Necessary 

122 E 3rd St 

North Bend, WA 98045 

Located next to the King County  
Library in North Bend 

FOOD DONATIONS 
Non-Perishable Donations 

Monday & Tuesday 9 a.m.-11 a.m. 
Wednesday from 9 a.m.- 6:30 p.m. 

Perishable Foods 

Monday & Tuesday 9 a.m.- 11 a.m. 
Wednesday from 9 a.m.- 3 p.m. 
Bring donation to food bank located at 

122 E 3rd St North Bend, WA 98045 

www.snoqualmievalleyfoodbank.org 

Help us maintain a                

healthy community 

and provide food to 

our neighbors in 

need. Be part of a  

community in action. 

Mt. Siõs Annual Harvest Carnival & Trunk or Treat 

Sunday, Oct. 23rd 4-7pm at Mt. Si Lutheran Church 

 

Join us for harvest crafts, harvest goodies and harvest fun! We will be having our 

famous chili cook off and will be doing Trunk or Treat again for the kids this year 

so get ready--dig out that chili recipe and get ready to decorate those trunks! Watch 

for future announcements & signup sheets coming soon! This is a great community 

event and we need lots of help! If you are interested in being a part of the planning, 

           please see Terry or Courtney Adams or call the office at 425 888-1322. 
 

Event is free, but please bring a non perishable food item to donate to Snoqualmie Valley Food Bank! 

 

Volunteers needed to help decorate, help set-up/clean-up,  

bring food and/or other items needed.  

mailto:ledgarthomas@gmail.com
mailto:ledgarthomas@gmail.com
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Our church committees have been busy.  Here is a brief look at what they have been up to: 

Transition team has been busy and have created a transition team survey for members to fill out.  This is available to print 

from our church website or a hard copy will be available at church. Please ask anyone on the transition team if you have       
questions about the survey.   On Sept 18th an adult forum was held with updates on the transition process and a general       
overview of the call committee process and selecting a call committee - read more below. 

Stewardship and Finance committee is busy completing the change of bank accounts and all that goes along with that 

from Bank of America to Umpqua Bank.  If you have questions about a direct deposit please contact S & F committee          
members, Tom Chase or Jack Boller.  In addition, the committee is diligently working on the budget for next year so we are 
ready for the congregation to vote on November 6th.   S & F will have a brief presentation at the congregational meeting. 

Building and Grounds committee held a congregational meeting on July 31st to vote on the future of the parsonage.  The 

majority vote was to sell the parsonage to Life Enrichment Options (LEO).  The committee has met with LEO and LEO would 
like to move forward with the offer.  Our Building & Grounds are working with an attorney to help with legal documents. 

Family and Youth have been meeting to discuss the youth director position and what would work best for the needs of our 

church.  Thank you to all who participated in Godôs Work our Hands on September 11th for sharing your time and talents with 
our community. 

Shelter Liaison Committee  The committee reached an agreeable Memorandum of Understanding with the                 

Congregations for the Homeless.  Our church will host the shelter for 45 days starting January 19 through March 4, 2017.  
Please reach out to the committee if you have any questions. 

Call for Action:  
Call Committee We are ready to nominate members to serve on this important part of our journey.   We are looking for          

6-7 members that have the following qualities:  Accessible and Approachable, Strong Communication Skills, Cooperative &           
Cohesive, Team Player, Developed Leadership Skills, Faithful & Prayerful, Active in the Congregation, Free of Council            
Responsibilities, Ability to Maintain Appropriate Confidentiality and not currently serving on the Transition Team.  Please         
consider volunteering or nominating someone that would be a good candidate.  You may submit your nomination to Pastor 
Larry or me no later than October 18th. 

Upcoming things to be aware of:  
Harvest Carnival on October 23rd.  We will need volunteers, please contact Courtney or Terry Adams (see more on pg. 4) 
One Worship service at 9:30AM on Nov. 6 with a Congregation meeting and potluck lunch to follow - this will be a busy 
meeting and we will need a quorum to vote on the following:   2017 Budget  |   Call Committee  |    2017 Council Members 

It is exciting to part of such a dynamic church with many opportunities to get involved.  Please consider how you can share your 

time and talents. 

Mt. Si Transition Team:   Inge Burnside, Beth Luna, Carol Reitz, Jim Flanagan, Dave Spurling and 

Terry Adams.   
 

 

 

President 
Heidi Dukich            2018 (2) 
Email:  hedukich@hotmail.com 

Vice President 
Jack Boller            2018 (2) 
Email:  jboller2@comcast.net 

Secretary 
Nancy Flanagan    2017 (1) 
Email:  nf2469@gmail.com 

Treasurer  Annual Renewal    
Jeff King 
Email:  jeff_king_pnw@yahoo.com 

Courtney Adams     2017 (2) 
Email: courtneymadams@hotmail.com 

Ann Bartlett           2017 (1) 
Email:  anniemb67@outlook.com 

Janey Benson        2018 (1) 
Email:  bensonja@yahoo.com 

Peggy Halferty      2018 (1) 
Email:  mah065551@gmail.com 

Paul Dukich            2016  (2) 
Email:  pauldukich@tokulcreekmarketing.com 

Debbie Spurling    2016  (1) 
Email:  angeltender@hotmail.com 

Michael Hanson    2017 (2) 
Email:  mrhanson@centurytel.net 

Dan Luke               2017 (2) 
Email:  luked1@mac.com 

Paul Ritzenthaler   2018 (2) 
Email:  paul.ritz@comcast.net 

   

Meet your 2016 Council Members 
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Submitted by Heidi Dukich, Church Council President 

Nov. 6thðOne Worship Service at 9:30AM 

Potluck & Congregational Meeting, Stewardship & Finance 

Presentation.  Voting members are encouraged to attend. 
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F.Y.I. 
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2016 Monthly Giving 

Jan. Feb. 

 

The Monday Womenôs     
Bible Study Group is      
studying the Book of      
Genesis.   Please join us 

every Monday a 12:30PM in the Fellow-
ship Hall.  For more information contact 
Grace Culver at 425 222-7515 or Betty 
Shardelman at 425 888-0772. 

Bible  Study 

for  

WOMEN  

Bible Study News...thereõs one for you! 

Come join the men at 
8AM and review the 
Sunday readings and 
lessons for that         

Sunday.  All men are welcome.            
For more information, contact Paul  
Ritzenthaler at 425 888-5294.  
Location:  Mt. Si Golf Course   
 

Menôs Saturday 

Breakfast  

Bible Study  

2016 Approved Budget = $240,206  

Automate Your Giving 

Are you interested in automating your giving to the church? Through the 

Simply Giving  program your gifts are made through a pre-authorized 

withdrawal from your bank account or credit card.  Forms are available 

in the Narthex and Fellowship Hall or contact the office. Forms should 

be returned to the church office with Attn: Financial Secretary. 

Mar. 

You may contribute to the newsletter by     

submitting your articles to the church office 

by email, snail mail, or a simple phone call.  

The Deadline for submissions is the THIRD    

MONDAY of each month, except when earlier 

deadlines are  required due to  holidays, etc. 

Opportunities to 
Serve, Reach Out and 

Grow in Grace 
 

All Committees will meet on 

the second Tues. of each month at 6PM to 

share a meal and discuss church goals 

with other ministries, then break into 

their individual committees.  Anyone      

interested in hearing more about a        

committee is welcome to come and  

check it out.  A free will offering is taken 

to go towards the meal. 
 

Council meets at 7PM the third  

Tues. of the month. 

Apr. May June July Aug. Sept. Oct. Nov. Dec. 

  
 

Sept. Food Bank = $302.00     

Sept.. financials were not available at time of printing 

  
 

 

Daylight Savings Time 

Ends Nov. 6.  Remember 

to turn clocks back one 

hour before going to bed 

on Nov. 5th. 

Lutheran Marriage Encounter  
       November 4 -6 in Renton             
Marriage is a journey! A Lutheran 
Marriage Encounter Weekend can help 
you enrich your marriage and add 

some pizzazz to your journey.  For more info. 
visit our website at www.GodLovesMarriage.org 
or contact Carl & Dallas Anne Presley, 
carl.presley@comcast.net.    
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God's Work, Our Hands Sunday 

Sunday September 11, Mount Si Lutheran Church's congregation joined thousands of ELCA churches across 

the country and in the Caribbean doing service projects as part of God's Work, Our Hands Sunday!  Sunday 

dawned a little dark and dreary but we started our day with a combined worship service that centered on       

worshipping God and committing ourselves to being His servants in the world and also honoring first             

responders and remembering those we lost on September 11, 2001.  This was followed by a delicious meal 

prepared and served and cleaned up by the awesome ladies of Team Hospitality. Then we broke off into 

teams and went in to the neighborhood to serve!  Team First Responder made and filled 90 goody bags and 

made 90 thank you cards for our first responders here in the Valley.  Then some of the team members           

delivered them to some very grateful police officers, firemen, EMTs and dispatchers. Team Honey Do got 

busy helping some of our congregational members complete their honey do lists.  They cleaned decks and 

pruned & cleared blackberry bushes and washed windows. The members of Team Church Spruce Up 

grabbed their paintbrushes and finished painting the posts and entryway beams of our breezeway.  The        

members of Team Food Bank went to the Snoqualmie Valley Food Bank where they cleaned, helped          

reorganize shelves and unloaded donations. Before the day was over, the sun came out and shined brightly on 

all our hard work! It was very powerful! We all wore bright yellow t-shirts so we could be seen in the           

community doing God's work! This was an amazing day that really made us feel so privileged to be able to 

serve God as we serve His people. This national event was a huge success and each year the ELCA is planning 

on continuing the tradition. So save your shirt!  Know that any day we do something in the name of The Lord, 

we doing Godôs Work and our hands are Godôs Hands. Thank you to everyone who participated in any         

way ~ together we can make a difference.    

A special thanks to those who helped make this day a huge success! Pastor Larry, Sheila Rodriguez,            

Sue Oster, Heidi Dukich, Tom Som, Debbie Jones, Kay Boyle & Inge and Tom Burnside,                                                        

Terry Adams and especially to Courtney Adams for coordinating the teams and events.  
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