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From Pastor Larryds

Christmas New
Larry E. Thomas, Interim Pastor

The Word became flesh and blood, and moved int(
neighborhood. We saw the glory with our own eyes, thé-8

of a kind glory, like Father, like Son, generous inside and out,

true from start to finishJohn 1, The Message translation, Eugene H. Peterson

Her eds
Chri st mas.
Christian

my Advent/ December/ Chr i
Donoét get me Wwr ong,;
doctrine of the
into the neighborhood. 6 |I |l ove the g
and my favorite Christmas carol s: A
Mi dwinter, 06 and A0 Come, O Come Emma

st
Il 6 m
Il ncarnat.

While I 6m not a big fan of Chri st
gettearye yed watching Altés A Wonder f ul
enjoy family Christmas gatherings and reading Christmas cards and letter
exchanging Christmas gifts. | love Christmas cookies and eggnog lattes a
shimmering, simple, spectacle of a Christmas tree all lit up with (preferably)
AY ght s. I 6m just not a big fan of al

What helps me get ready for Advent/December/Christmas, what | look for|
to as much as anything else this time of year is Christmas New. Let me e
Christmas New is new Christmas music; new Christmas stories; pretty muc
Christmas anything. My soul is heartened by any and all creative and artistic efft
share the story of ChristmésMary and Josephos jour
alleluias sung to shepherds and the birth of Christ in new ways, new forms
expressions.

I remember the first time | hear
recording of traditional Christmas carols. It was earthy and gritty Christmas Ne
the first time | read, ARThe Best Chr
reverent and playful Christmas New.
William Kurelek. Mr. Kurelek set the nativity in the northern snows of Canada. A
dreams that Chri st i's born to Eski
hut; that the holy family finds
Word became flesh and blood and

This year, | get to celebrate Christmas New with yolne members and friend
of Mt . Si Lut heran Church. I |l ook f
Sunday, December 11 and Christmas Eve and Christmas Day worship service
looking forward to sharing Christmas stories and singing the Christmas carols
with you, sisters and brothers in Christ.




R Upcoming Eve

{
Ch‘l&r@nﬁ Mt . Si Presents a Chil dé @eo 61s20Bhr i s
I Progmm This year we are excited to have a special Christmas program put on by the children at

Mt S| Lutheran! They will be performing the traditional Christmas story of Jesus' birth.
The dress rehearsal is on Saturday, December 10th at 3:00, followed by a small
celebration. The performance is on Sunday, December 11th between the first and
,@\4 second services at approximately 9:30. The coffee hour will be right after the service.
We will also still have Sunday School that day starting at ten.

Please join us on Sunday the 11th! Stay after the first service or come a little early if you usually go to
the second service. It's been several years since we've had a pageant at Mt Sl Lutheran, so the children
are very excited to be able to participate this year and would love to have you come!
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Services
Sat., December 24th @ 7:00PM & 10:00PM

We offertwo candlelight services at Mount Si Lutheran Church of
Christmas Eve. The first service will be offered at 7 pm with speg
music from the praise team. The later traditional service will begint-

10 pm. Each service will reflect the joy of the Messiah arriving in our midst and we will
celebrate the gentle rule of Christ that begins with a baby on Christmas morning!
Please invite family, neighbors, and friends to join us in celebrating the birth of ourédsadesus Christ!
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All contributions will need to be m&eb¥8, 2016 be recorded on your 2016 Mt. Si Confributior
'\M‘ Statement. By law, any checks received after Dec. 31, 2016 regardless of the date, WAll be re
K ‘ your 2017 contribution statement. The last deposit for contributions will be made on ch. 28, :

ﬂ’......................

Any purchases you have made for Mt. Si, but are not asking for reimbursement, mudt still b

Mt. Si contribution statement in order to be a tax dédugpéibthose purchases/expenses qn your
contribution statement, please fill out an "Unreimbursed Expenditures” form and turn it in tojLeslie
Jan.15, 201Forms are available on the table by elevator in the Narthex, or from the office.

**2017 Offering Envelopes are available in the Narthex. If you do not have offering envelopes aI\d wou
please see Leslie Hatling, Financial Secretary, and let her know if you want weekly or monthly envci(ipes.

VALLEY RENEWAL CENTER

Working together to end ho

The Snoqualmie Valley Winter Shelter provides a warm, safe place where hometssas can be
protected against the impact of sleeping in the cold, wet, and soomwditions during the winter Our
secondary mission is to help people maesvards stable and independent living through building
relationships an@onnecting them to resources that could help them move forwting the winter
months, we are open nightly from 8:30h80am (with staff on site from 8pBam).There are many ways

to get involved in this great missiorkrom meal preparation and sharing conversations, to helping out at
the registration desk, supervising the meal serva#)e donation of needed items and other resources, we
need your time and passion to support people in need in our comnlumiipd out how you can help, go

to www.valleyrenewalcenter.com

2016/ 2017 Locations:  Shelter Community Forum:
Nov 20- Jan 18: Snoqualmie United Methodist Church : Dec. 6th 6:368:00PM :
Jan 19- Mar 4: Mt Si Lutheran Church pil: & [Lvinerem el el 1l

i Dec. 11th 3:365:00PM

Mar 5 - Apr 26: Fall City United Methodist Church { Mt. Si Lutheran Fellowship Hall

(end date may change, do to available funding)



Parish Educatio

Our Sunday School season is off and running! Come check us out! There are classes for all ages, so
there is sure to be something that will meet your needs! Check the schedule below:

*Childrends Sund-a30Ak hool : 9: 35
. *Adult Education Hour: 9:45 -10:30 AM
. - .
RN 5@‘(\00\ \ Sunday School Staff for the 2016 -2017 School Year:
. ‘6\“\()&\] an: > . Preschool: Nancy Flanagan and Rosemary Hanson

\ wo c. ’1‘52‘?)\“\(\’&v a) Kindergarten/First Grade: Lisa Sampson and Debbie Jones

o AP Second/Third: Courtney Adams and Ann Bartlett
\ Res 33(\
G\(\oo\ - Fourth/Fifth: Kim Buckmaster and Joanne Chase
\ S .- Confirmation: Pr. Larry/Confirmation Parents
e Adult Education Hour: Pr. Larry & Sue Shardelman

Adult Forum for Fall

The adult group is reading and discussing the book i Mu d h o u s e Sog lbabrentWinpber. The
topics scheduled for December are candle lighting, weddings, and door posts. Pastor Larry and Sue
Shardelman will be leading these discussions. Grab a cup of coffee and join us in the library for lively
conversation & fellowship. We meet at 9:45 am.

Book Information:  Here are the details if you would like to pick up a copy of the book. Mudhouse
Sabbath: An Invitation to a Life of Spiritual Discipline, Study Edition, by Lauren F. Winner, Paraclete
Press, 2015, ISBN: 978-1612614533.

Schedule Notes Church office will be
December 25™:  No SS& Christmas Dayd Only one service at 9:30AM closed Dec. 23rd & 26t

January 1, 2017: NoSS6 Ne w Y e a B @®sly obeasgrvice at 9:30AM and Jan. 2, 2017
January 8, 2017: Resume Sunday School

', Advent Prayer Walk! This year throughout the season of Advent, the Parish Education

“ // Committee has set up a prayer walk! What is a prayer walk you may ask? A prayer walk

\\ // is a series of stations with activities that open our hearts and minds to God and to what He

‘44@ is telling us through His Word. This helps us reflect and know what this season of Advent

~ really means to our lives right now in this moment. Four new stations will be set up each
Cff‘e vration  week in the basement for you to visit through the week. Come and experience Advent!

Christmas Da§ Dec. 25, 2016
One Worship Service at 9:30AM
Church office will be closed Dec. 23rd & 26t

New Ye ad Jas 1, ROA%
One Worship Service at 9:30AM
Church office will be closed Jan. 2




Y\ave , —
Head 2
Wedbre Looking For A Pianist for 8:

I Mt. Si Lutheran Church is looking for a pianist to play for the 8:15 am traditional worship
service. The job description is pretty simple: play three Sundays a month for the 8:15 am
traditional worship service (through May.) For more information, contact Larry Thomas,
Interim Pastor @edgarthomas@gmail.com

; Acolyte Training f If your third grade (or older) daughter or son would like to

A ﬁ be trained as an acolyte to serve at either the 8:15 or 10:45 am worship services, please
(- contact Pastor Larry &&dgarthomas@gmail.coor by phone at (42502-1212.

Library News Lt As Advent and Christmas draws near, our church library has chosen books tc
help us prepare for the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ. A few of these books are on the disple
table. Also, a list of books for your use, and our card file, will help you find other books on our
shelves. If If you have questions, please ask Connie Som, Sue Oster, KeireRBoett) or
Joyce Ayers.

Refugee & Immigrant Children's Program Can you help provide a home to a refugee
youth who has fled violence, war, and persecution? Lutheran Community Services NW Refugee ar
Immigrant Children's Program needs Seattle area individuals and couples willing to become licensed fos
parents for refugee minors. Join us for our next info meetin@esember 12 at 6pnContact Paul with
guestions and to RSVP at 26845780 orptan@Icsnw.org

Thl'iveq ° Coming Summer July 2230, 2017!Erik and Jenna Rhyne are inviting YOU to travel
aBll with them to El Salvador! Together we'll help build a home for a family trying to
I overcome poverty in El Salvador, with Habitat for Humanity and Thrivent Builds. Efforts
B will involve assisting the partner family in building their new home, and there will also be
i el side trips for cultural activities. Ages 16 and older, no skills necessary. There is a job for
everyone! In this time of uncertainty, let's take steps together to make our world a better place.

’ Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans'

Can't participate in the build? We still need you! We have many ways for you |
take part in this powerful mission.

Interest meeting coming in January! Contact Jennayate.jennifer@gmail.corfor
more details.

www.shoqualmievalleyfoodbank.org

% 'EFOOD
PUBA

Help us maintain a

T >

FOOD DISTRIBUTION FOOD DONATIONS

healthy commu
and provide foo
our neighbors ir
need. Be part o

community in a

) Every Wednesday
NIty 9:00 a.m.- 6:30 p.m.

d toNo Appointment Necessary
1 122 E 3rd St

North Bend, WA 98045
f ALocated next to the King County
. Library in North Bend
ction. y

Non-Perishable Donations
Monday & Tuesday 9 a.m.-11 a.m.
Wednesday from 9 a.m.- 6:30 p.m.

Perishable Foods
Monday & Tuesday 9 a.m.- 11 a.m.

Wednesday from 9 a.m.- 3 p.m.
Bring donation to food bank located at
122 E 3rd St North Bend, WA 98045
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4 Meet your 2016 Coundi ™

President Vice President Secretary TreasurerAnnual Renewal

Heidi Dukich 2018 (2) Jack Boller 2018 (2) Nancy Flanagan 2017 (1) Jeff King

Email: hedukich@hotmail.com Email: jboller2@comcast.net | Email: nf2469@gmail.com Email: jeff_king_pnw@yahoo.cdm
Courtney Adams 2017 (2) Ann Bartlett 2017 (1) Janey Benson 2018 (1) Peggy Halferty 2018 (1)

Email: courtneymadams@hotmail.q Email: anniemb67 @outlook.co| Email: bensonja@yahoo.com Email: mah065551@gmail.com
Paul Dukich 2016 (2) Debbie Spurling 2016 (1) Michael Hanson 2017 (2) Dan Luke 2017 (1)
Email:pauldukich@tokulcreekmarketing Email: angeltender@hotmail.cq Email: mrhanson@centurytel.ne|l Email: lukedl@mac.com

Paul Ritzenthaler 2018 (2) u

Email: paul.ritz@comcast.net

Submitted by Heidi Dukich, Church Council President
Peace and blessings to you this Advent Season.

On November 8, we shared a wonderful brunch at the congregation meeting. Members voted to approve t
budget and two new council members. Thank yo8upy CassidyandJohn Keiser for volunteering to serve of
church council for 2017. Serving on council is a commitment and | would like to acknowledge my apprecii
Paul Dukich (6 years) andPeggy Hafferty (1 year) for your year/s of service.

The congregation also voted for the following members to serve on the Call Commltiba: Cassidy, Ed
Benson, Tom Som, Lisa Sampson, Erica Haycox, Leslie Hatling and Riley Buckmaster with Sue Shardelm
and Tom Burnside as alternates.The Call Committee will be installed at both services on December 4th.

Other committee accomplishments in November included closing our bank accounts at Bank of Ameiljica

transferring all assets to Umpqua Bank. Thank you to the Stewardship & Finance committee for their diligg
to make this an easy transition. The process continues to move forward with the sale of the parsonage wit
from the Building & Grounds committee, Jack Boller, and Jonathan Pearlstein. The letter of intent for the
the parsonage has been signed and LEO is taking steps to receive an approved septic design and permit.

As a reminder, in preparation for hosting the winter shelter between JanfagndMarch 4 there are two
community forums scheduled, December 6th and 11th that will be held in the Fellowship Hall. If y
interested in learning more about the shelter, please plan on attending or reach out to council members.

Things to know:
1 The December committee night will be meeting on DecembBril8 p.m. followed by the council meeting

7 p.m. The committee nights are an opportunity to learn about what is happening at Mt. Si Luthef

several opportunities to get involved, everyone is welcome.
1 The annual congregation meeting will be Januaf$; pase plan on attending as we will be voting on upd
made to the Bylaws and Constitution for Mt Si Lutheran Church. Come to hear about all the great thi
happened at Mt. Si the past year (2016) and how you can be a part of more great things in the coming y
Annual Congregational Meetingd Jan. 29, 2017
JARY 9:30AM Worship followed by Annual Meeting .

PaLN Mt . Si Voting Members will vote on Mou:nnt

&and vote to approve the Proposed Byl aws
Constitution & Bylaws along with Proposed Bylaws changes are available in the .

Narthex and on the church website at www.mtsilutheran.org)

All Committee Chairs are asked to submit your Annual Report by Jan. 15, 2017
Dondét forget, your council members are you
ministries of your church. Feel free to contact them to discuss issues that you feel are

§
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pertinent to the life of your congregation.




What 0s Hadg

Mount Si Women of Christ
Christmas Brunch

"A Cookie Cutter Christmas”

14| praise you, for | am fearfully and wonderfully made.
Wonderful are your works; that | know very wd#salm 139:14

What? Women of all ages are invited to join together for a festive
celebration of Christmas! Come for food, fellowship, games,
door prizes, and a drawing for a handade quilt!

When? Saturday, December 10 from 10:30a.n12:30p.m.
Where? Mount Si Lutheran Church Fellowship Hall

What to bring? A friend and a brunch dish to share!
A freewill love offering will be collected for the
Snoqualmie Valley Food Bank

Look for sign-up sheets in the Narthex & Fellowship Hall

We hope to see everyone there!
Any questions? See Sheila Rodriguez or Courtney Adams

House of Hope Giving Tree

This year the Mount Si Women of Christ are honored once again to sponsor a Christmag
tree for the women & children living at the House of Hope/Mama's Hands houses. Eaciie
do this to provide gifts for the families who are displaced so they have something to ofié:
Christmas. The houses currently have 9 moms and 16 kids. The tree, located in F&j
has 3 gift tags for each of the moms and children labeled with specific gift requests:
able to help this year we ask that you:
1. Choose atag
2. Buy the requested gift
3. Return the giftrapped with original tag attachéy Sundaypecember 18th

This is a wonderful way to share our blessings with those leS®&mkuwaidor your support!




Mt . Si 0s Annual F a mi-4046

The Harvest Carnival was a great success this year with lots of people in attendance and in costum
including a Cowboy AuthorThe event started with food, as most good Lutheran social eventsTdere

were hot dogs, chips, and popcoserved by the stylishly costumded andJane Benson And of course

there was plenty of tasty chili choices in the Chili Coffkfor the cookoff, there was a tie between Vicki
Wallentine and Terry Adams (checkout the new trophy in Fellowship Hradl)dessert, there was a cookie
decorating station with Suzy Cassidy helping the kilsd, a cupcake walk organized by the Lindsey and
Rachel FlanagamNancy Flanagan helped run the crafts for the kidsts of ghosts, goblin, and even a
ladybug took part in a great costume contesddebbie Jones and Shelly Harding helped to organize the
Trunk or Treakeventwhich gets better every yearcheck out the pictures on the bulletin board and start
planning on your entry for next year.

LQR S&aLISOALfte tA1S (G2 GKIFIYy]l SOSNER2YyS ¢gK2 Kt LIS
decorations were awesome this year including a huge pumpkin by Vicki; but it took a bunch of people to ge
the decorations ready, thanks to Margie Powers, Vicki Wallentine, Tom Chase, John Cassidy, Courtney
Terry Adams, Ed & Jane Benson, Debbie Jones, Nancy, Jim, Lindsey & Rachel Flannagan.










